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Bill Summary:  This bill requires each local educational agency (LEA) to create a 
COVID-19 testing plan that is consistent with guidance from the California Department 
of Public Health (CDPH).  This bill also requires CDPH to coordinate the COVID-19 
testing programs and provide supportive services to LEAs.   

Fiscal Impact:  While the bill’s provisions would be contingent upon an appropriation, it 
could trigger substantial Proposition 98 General Fund cost pressures each year.  The 
bill lacks specificity on the testing plan requirements for LEAs so it is difficult to calculate 
a precise estimate.  However, assuming each school district would need a minimum of 
one new position and $150,000 to develop and administer a COVID-19 testing plan and 
complete the data reporting requirements, this bill could result in Proposition 98 General 
Fund costs in the hundreds of millions of dollars each year.  These costs could be offset 
by other funds provided in the budget for similar activities, such as the Governor’s 
Budget proposal for continued testing efforts. 

Background:  In February 2022, the Governor released the California SMARTER Plan: 
The Next Phase of California’s COVID-19 Response.  This plan is intended to serve as 
a roadmap for moving forward, including “getting the right type of tests - PCR or antigen 
- to where they are needed most, and provides that testing will help California minimize 
the spread of COVID-19. 

The Safe Schools for All Hub provides a COVID-19 School Testing Framework that 
provides testing strategies and resources to assist schools in resuming full-time, in-
person instruction.  According to California’s Safe School for All Hub, “regular testing of 
unvaccinated students and staff who have no symptoms is an important layer to help 
protect school communities, especially when paired with important prevention measures 
such as masking and ventilation.  Regular screening testing allows cases to be caught 
early before they can lead to the spread of COVID-19. Regular testing (such as testing 
a percentage of the population or testing at less frequent intervals) can reassure the 
school community and inform policies based on comparison of school case rates as 
compared to the community. Testing symptomatic children can help them return to 
school faster.” 
 
Proposed Law:   This bill requires each LEA to create a COVID-19 testing plan that is 
consistent with guidance from CDPH and designate one staff member to report 
information on its COVID-19 testing program to CDPH.   Each school within a school 
district is required to designate one staff member to report information on its COVID-19 
testing program to the school district.  The bill authorizes each school within a school 
district to name a staff member to lead its COVID-19 testing program, and requires all 
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COVID-19 testing data to be in a format that facilitates a simple process by which 
parents and LEAs may report data to CDPH. 
 
This bill requires CDPH to coordinate COVID-19 testing programs in LEAs funded by 
federal resources or organized under the California COVID-19 Testing Task Force. The 
bill requires CDPH, in coordinating these COVID-19 testing programs, to provide 
supportive services related to the LEA testing plans and testing programs for teachers, 
staff, students, and surrounding communities that help LEAs reopen and keep LEAs 
operating safely for in-person learning.  
 
This bill requires CDPH to expand its contagious, infectious, or communicable disease 
testing and other public health mitigation efforts to include prekindergarten, onsite after 
school programs, and childcare centers, and determine which COVID-19 tests are 
appropriate for use in the testing programs described in this bill. 
 
This bill provides that implementation of the provisions of this bill are contingent upon an 
appropriation in the annual Budget Act or another statute for this purpose, and requires 
any federal funds, if the state secures additional federal funds through the United States 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity for 
Prevention and Control of Emerging Infectious Diseases Program for the purposes of 
COVID-19 testing in LEA, to be used before allocating state funds for CDPH’s 
coordination of testing programs, provision of supportive services, and expansion of 
testing and mitigation efforts. 

Related Legislation:  AB 128 (Ting, Chapter 21, Statutes of 2021) allocated 
$319,675,000 to CDPH for various programs related to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including funds to support COVID-19 testing in schools allocated from the federal 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Public Law 117-2).    
 
AB 86 (Committee on Budget, Chapter 10, Statutes of 2021) allocates $25 million for 
the Safe Schools For All Team to coordinate technical assistance, community 
engagement, increased transparency, and enforcement for public school health and 
safety during the COVID-19 pandemic.   

Staff Comments:  The Governor’s 2022 Budget proposes $362 million for continued 
testing efforts, in many settings in addition to testing in schools.  The Budget further 
proposes $1.1 billion for COVID-19 impacts (excluding caseload), including COVID-19 
testing in schools among other things. 

This bill requires LEAs to develop a COVID-19 testing plan, but does not prescribe the 
contents or details of those plans besides being consistent with CDPH guidance.  The 
bill also requires each LEA to designate one staff member to report information on its 
COVID-19 testing program to CDPH and for each school within a school district to 
designate one staff member to report information on its COVID-19 testing program to 
the school district.  Because the bill lacks specificity on the testing plan requirements, it 
is difficult to calculate a precise estimate.  Assuming each school district would need a 
minimum of one staff to comply with the bill’s requirements, including the development 
and administration of a COVID-19 testing plan, administration of its testing program, 
and data reporting, this bill could result in Proposition 98 General Fund costs in the 
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hundreds of millions of dollars each year.  However, the bill’s requirements would be 
subject to an appropriation.     

-- END -- 


