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Date of Hearing:  August 3, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

SB 1090 (Hurtado) – As Amended March 14, 2022 

Policy Committee: Human Services    Vote: 7 - 0 

 Judiciary     10 - 0 

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  Yes Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill expands the definition of “current or former foster youth” for purposes of accessing the 

Family Urgent Response System (FURS) to include youth under a voluntary program of 

supervision or voluntary placement, youth who are the subject of a petition declaring them 

dependents of the juvenile court, youth placed in California pursuant to the Interstate Compact 

on the Placement of Children, and youth who have exited foster care for any reason.   

FISCAL EFFECT: 

1) CDSS estimates ongoing General Fund costs of approximately $960,000 annually, to manage 

additional calls to the statewide hotline.  

2) Additional costs to counties, of an unknown amount but potentially significant, for increased 

tasks and administrative time required for a presumed increase in volume of mobile 

responses provided by a county’s FURS Mobile Response Team. Many counties operate 

their local FURS mobile response teams using staff from existing child welfare, behavioral 

health, and probation departments. These counties are likely to see a greater immediate cost 

than those counties that contract their FURS Mobile Response to a community-based 

program.  

Although these county costs are state-mandated costs, they are not reimbursable, but instead 

must be funded by the state pursuant to Proposition 30, which requires legislation enacted 

after September 30, 2012, that has an overall effect of increasing the costs already borne by a 

local agency for programs or levels of service mandated by realignment (including child 

welfare services and foster care) to apply only to local agencies to the extent the state 

provides annual funding for the cost increase.  

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. This bill, co-sponsored by County Welfare Directors of California (CWDA) and 

Children Now, expands the definition of “current or former foster child or youth” who are 

eligible for the FURS program to allow more such children and youth to participate in the 

program. According to the author: 

The definition under existing law does not fully encompass the entire 

population FURS intends to serve, and it needs to be updated to reflect 

the foster children or youth at the different stages of the system who still 
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need access to FURS services. Leaving them without access to FURS 

could negatively impact their living situation and create future problems. 

SB 1090 updates and expands the definition of foster youth to include a 

child or youth in the early or later stages of the system and those who are 

left out of FURS services under the current definition. 

2) Background. FURS, established in 2019, provides current and former foster children and 

youth and their caregivers with immediate trauma-informed support during times of 

instability through its 24/7 statewide hotline and county mobile response systems.  

The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) provides a statewide hotline, available 

24 hours a day, seven days a week, staffed with individuals trained in de-escalation and 

conflict resolution techniques. Each county is responsible for establishing a mobile response 

system, which must provide urgent response and stabilization services 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week, as well as non-urgent services and follow-up services. When a current or former 

foster child or youth, or a caregiver, calls the state hotline, the hotline worker responds by 

providing immediate assistance and by connecting the caller to the appropriate county mobile 

response system. If the need is urgent, the mobile response team must provide in-person 

services within one to three hours; if the need is non-urgent, the mobile response team must 

respond within 24 hours. The mobile response team is required to provide the youth with 

assistance with obtaining mental health and related services that appear necessary in light of 

their interaction with the caller. The state hotline workers are tasked with following up after a 

hotline call to ensure the caller received the appropriate responsive care. 

 

FURS was originally slated to go public in 2021, but the Legislature passed budget language 

in 2020 allowing it to begin earlier, in recognition of the added stressors of the COVID-19 

pandemic and the related school closures and lockdowns and the urgent need for more mental 

health services for foster children, foster youth and caregivers. 

 

This bill expands the FURS program by expanding the definition of “current or former foster 

youth” to allow additional foster youth to qualify for participation. 

3) Prior Legislation.  

SB 80 (Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review), Chapter 27, Statutes of 2019, 

among other items, established FURS. 

AB 2403 (Arambula), of the 2017-18 Legislative Session, would have established FURS, but 

was vetoed by Governor Brown who indicated the program, due to its expense, should be 

considered as part of the budget process. 
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