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ASSEMBLY THIRD READING 
ACR 23 (Villapudua) 

As Amended  March 4, 2021 
Majority vote 

SUMMARY: 

Proclaims March 18, 2021, as Construction Industry Suicide Prevention Awareness Day in 

California to promote awareness of the problem of suicide facing California's construction 
industry populations. 

Major Provisions 
1) Suicide is a serious and tragic public health problem that is growing in the United States that 

can be prevented through increased awareness, resources, and proper treatment. 

2) Suicide affects all Americans, but data shows that our construction industry personnel, many 
of whom are also veterans seeking an opportunity to leverage their military construction 

skills, in California and the nation die by suicide at much higher rates than other populations. 

3) According to a recent study by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the suicide rate among working-age males, notably those between 16 and 64 years of 

age, increased 34% during the 2000 to 2016, inclusive, timeframe, and that the occupational 
group with the highest male suicide rate is construction and extraction. 

4) The CDC recommends fostering social connections and economic supports, thereby 
improving access to appropriate mental health and other resources and services, and 
encouraging at-risk individuals to seek mental health treatment, if necessary, without the 

stigma that sometimes goes along with it, to possibly decrease the number of suicides. 

5) The construction industry continues to seek better information about the root causes of the 
industry's too high suicide rates. 

COMMENTS: 

  

According to the Author: 

Suicide is a complex phenomenon and a serious public health problem that demands our 
attention.  Suicide among the [United States] working-age population, ages 16 to 64 years, is 
increasing with suicide among construction workers being one of the highest rates in the 

Country. With this in mind, I introduced ACR 23 to bring awareness to the issue affecting 
thousands of construction workers and to remind Californians that we must do everything we can 

in our power to prevent the circumstances that lead to committing suicide. 

Arguments in Support: 
None on file 

Arguments in Opposition: 
None on file 



ACR 23 

 Page  2 

FISCAL COMMENTS: 

No fiscal impact. 

VOTES: 

ASM RULES:  8-0-4 
YES:  Cooley, Gipson, Kamlager, Lee, Maienschein, Mathis, Ramos, Villapudua 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Cunningham, Bennett, Flora, Levine 
 

UPDATED: 

VERSION: March 4, 2021 

CONSULTANT:  Michael Erke / RLS. / (916) 319-2800   FN: 0000129 


