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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

ACR 176 (Luz Rivas) 

As Amended  August 1, 2022 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Recognizes the cultural significance of cruising in California and encourages local officials and 

law enforcement to work with local car clubs to conduct safe cruising events.   

Senate Amendments 
Adds that the Sacramento Lowrider Commission was instrumental in the repeal of a 34-year-old 

city ordinance that prohibited cruising. 

COMMENTS 

With these amendments, the resolution is substantially similar to the resolution that was heard in 

the Assembly.  

"Candy paint jobs with glimmering specks of metallics. Custom upholstery of magenta velvet. 

Bouncing hydraulics cruising low and slow. The names 'Purple Rain' and 'Erotic City' gleaming 

from the lacquered frames." According to Smithsonian Magazine, these are the words that could 

only describe the famous lowriders belonging to L.A.'s Chicano community.    

Cruising in lowriders has been an important subculture in California for decades, popularized by 

Chicano communities after World War II as the "hot rod" trend began to sweep the country. 

Lowriders are customized cars with lowered bodies, often painted in colorful designs that are 

often fitted with hydraulics to allow height adjustable suspension.  Lowriders are displayed in 

events involving cars slowly moving down a street in a repetitive manner, referred to as cruising. 

Lowriders have taken on a political function, with cruising events serving as fundraisers for the 

United Farm Workers Labor Union, political fundraisers, COVID-19 vaccine drives, and 

participating in the census.  

Cruising became popularized nationally after the release of American Graffiti, the breakout film 

for George Lucas and Harrison Ford. American Graffiti, released in 1973, was a coming of age 

comedy-drama set in 1960s Modesto, California featuring a group of friends cruising the streets 

before heading off to college. The film went on to be nominated for an Oscar for "best film", and 

has been recognized by the Library of Congress as a film for preservation in the National Film 

Registry. It remains one of the most profitable movies ever made, grossing $200 million on a less 

than a $1 million budget.  The summer after the movie came out, San Rafael's main street was 

clogged with cars seeking to reenact the movie's cruising scenes, but was subsequently shut 

down by police. 

Cities across California began to enact bans on cruising starting in the 1970s during the oil 

embargo. In 1974, Los Angeles started taking actions against cruising, banning parking on the 

San Fernando Valley's Van Nuys Boulevard and turning the street into a one-way street.  The 

following summer 15,000 people converged on Van Nuys Boulevard to protest the police 

actions.   
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In 1982, the California Legislature authorized cities to pass ordinances prohibiting cruising, 

declaring "the cruising of vehicles in business areas of cities and communities in this state for the 

purpose of socializing and assembling interferes with the conduct of business, wasted precious 

energy, resources, impedes the progress of general traffic and emergency vehicles, and promotes 

the generation of local concentrations of air pollution and undesirable noise levels." 

When Modesto enacted its cruising ban in the 1990s, the Modesto Bee editorial page protested, 

arguing that cruising was the cities' claim to fame because of American Graffiti, and that 

"Generations of former young people remember cruising with nostalgia…Mainly, though, do we 

want police at blockades writing down license numbers and busting young people whose only 

crime is riding up and down?" 

More recently, the lowrider community has been working with city officials to lift these bans. 

Efforts in San Jose to lift the ban are ongoing, while National City lifted its ban temporarily on 

May 6, 2022. Sacramento's city council unanimously lifted their ban on May 31, 2022.  An 

estimated 175 vehicles participated in an event celebrating the lifting of the ban, with cars 

meeting at Sweetwater high School where students held mariachi performances and a bake sale. 

No crime was reported as a result of the event.  

According to the Author 
This resolution recognizes the cultural significance of cruising across California, recognizes its 

contributions to society, including participating in COVID-19 vaccine drives and encouraging 

participation in the census. The resolution celebrates the history and culture of cruising, and 

encourages local officials and law enforcement to work with local car clubs to conduct safe 

cruising events.  Unfortunately, in past decades, local governments have passed discriminatory 

ordinances that banned the practice of cruising. However, cities are now beginning to recognize 

that these ordinances are biased and have started to repeal those ordinances.  

California currently allowed locals to outlaw cruising; however, we are seeing a resurgence of 

this activity in the past 10 years. ACR 176 allows us to recognize the history and culture of 

cursing and appreciate the virtuous work that car clubs do in their community. 

Arguments in Support 
According to the City of Sacramento, "The City adopted its anti-cruising ordinance on March 22, 

1988, and amended it in 1993 to increase each additional fine after the second one. Similar to 

other cities, the anti-cruising ordinance has not been enforced in many years. The prohibition 

was limited and existed only in zones posted with signs. Also, the ordinance did not give the 

Police Department the tools they require to address "sideshows." As a result, on May 31, 2022, 

the Sacramento Mayor and Council voted to repeal the anti-cruising ordinance. 

Repealing the ordinance allowed the City to strengthen the relationship between City 

government, the Police Department, and the Sacramento Lowrider Community. It also serves as 

a recognition of the contributions of the Lowrider Community, who contribute to the City in a 

myriad of ways, including serving persons experiencing homelessness and participating in clean-

up efforts.  

ACR 176 celebrates the iconic west coast past time of cruising and encourages locals to work 

with their local car and auto clubs to put on safe cruising events for the community. 
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Arguments in Opposition 
None on file 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

None.  This resolution is keyed non-fiscal by Legislative Counsel. 

VOTES: 

ASM TRANSPORTATION:  14-0-1 
YES:  Friedman, Fong, Berman, Cunningham, Daly, Davies, Gipson, Kalra, Lee, Medina, 

Nguyen, O'Donnell, Ward, Wicks 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Nazarian 

 

SENATE FLOOR:  38-0-2 
YES:  Allen, Archuleta, Atkins, Bates, Becker, Borgeas, Bradford, Caballero, Cortese, Dahle, 

Dodd, Eggman, Glazer, Gonzalez, Grove, Hertzberg, Hueso, Hurtado, Jones, Kamlager, Laird, 

Leyva, Limón, McGuire, Melendez, Min, Newman, Nielsen, Ochoa Bogh, Pan, Portantino, 

Rubio, Skinner, Stern, Umberg, Wieckowski, Wiener, Wilk 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Durazo, Roth 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: August 1, 2022 

CONSULTANT:  David Sforza / TRANS. / (916) 319-2093   FN: 0003608 




