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Bill Summary:  AB 719 would update the Apiary Protection Act, as specified.  

Fiscal Impact:  The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) indicates 

that it would incur costs of $171,000 in 2021-22, and $132,000 annually thereafter, to 

implement the provisions of the bill (General Fund). The bill does not currently grant the 
department authority to adjust assessments and fees to cover these increased costs.  

Background:  California has the largest beekeeping industry of any state in the nation, 

with 400 commercial and semi-commercial beekeepers operating nearly 500,000 

colonies of bees.  California is also the national leader in honey production, producing 
over 3.2 million pounds of honey each year.  The Apiary Board advises CDFA on all 

beekeeping matters, and makes recommendations to CDFA regarding oversight of the 
industry.   

Proposed Law:   This bill would, among other things, make the following changes to 

the Apiary Protection Act:  

 Increase the number of board members from five to nine, as specified.  

 Revise the definition of “pest” to allow CDFA to consult with the association 

representing the beekeeping industry and board to declare by regulation a pest 
that is detrimental to the welfare of the bee industry. 

 Authorize any person to transport any contaminated hive, together with its 
contents, or any contaminated comb, including any frame associated with it, to a 

suitable place for disposal. 

 Authorize an inspector, in a summary manner, to destroy where required, any 
and all diseased colonies, bees, combs, appliances, or hives that contain pests, 

that are unlawfully moved within the state wherever they may be found.  

 Authorize electronic submission of beekeeper reports to the agricultural 

commissioner of the county in which the beekeeper’s apiary is located for which 
notification of pesticide usage is sought.  

 State that no person shall import or transport into the state any comb, bees on 
comb, queen bees, package bees, bee semen, or any used hive or used 
appliance, lot, or shipment from a location other than the mainland United States 

or Hawaii. 
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 Authorize operations to abate diseased colonies to be performed by any 
authorized hazardous waste facility.  

 Authorize CDFA, in consultation with the board, to approve programs statewide 
to train, on a voluntary basis, beekeepers, inspectors, or county agricultural 

commissioners in contemporary and geographically relevant colony 
management, including, but not limited to, the maintenance of colonies free from 
Africanized honey bees. 

Staff Comments:  This bill would update important definitions and notification 

requirements due in part to technological changes in the beekeeping industry. 

CDFA anticipates that this bill would result in a greater need for administrative work and 

trainings, as well as increased time and labor for inspections, diagnostics, and 
abatement activities. The department notes that these increased activities would result 
in General Fund obligations since this bill currently does not provide authority to adjust 

the assessment and fee structure in current law (Food and Agriculture Code 29030.5 – 
29032). 

Any local government costs resulting from the mandate in this measure are not state-
reimbursable because the mandate only involves the definition of a crime or the penalty 
for conviction of a crime. 

-- END -- 


