
AB 674 
 Page  1 

Date of Hearing:  April 28, 2021 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Lorena Gonzalez, Chair 
AB 674 (Bennett) – As Amended March 25, 2021 

Policy Committee: Human Services    Vote: 8 - 0 

 Judiciary     11 - 0 
      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  Yes Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill requires the county welfare department to provide in its report to the court, at the last 

regularly scheduled review hearing before a dependent child’s 18th birthday, verification that it 
has provided written information to the youth indicating they may be eligible to receive CalFresh 

benefits and where the youth can apply for those benefits.  

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Estimated costs of $60,000 (GF) annually, to county social workers to provide CalFresh 

information to foster youth and to verify in their reports to the courts the youth has received the 
information.  This estimate assumes 15 minutes of social work time and an annual case load of 

approximately 2,400 youth. Although these are state-mandated costs, they are not reimbursable, 
but instead must be funded by the state pursuant to Proposition 30 which requires legislation 
enacted after September 30, 2012, that has an overall effect of increasing the costs already borne 

by a local agency for programs or levels of service mandated by realignment (including child 
welfare services and foster care) to apply only to local agencies to the extent the state provides 

annual funding for the cost increase.  

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. This bill seeks to reduce hunger and increase older foster youth’s enrollment in 

CalFresh by ensuring youth are informed about their potential eligib ility and where to apply 
for CalFresh benefits, before they exit the foster care system. 

2) Background. Existing law requires the court to periodically review a foster youth’s case to 
ensure their needs are being met. As a part of this review process, social workers are required 
to submit reports to the court detailing the services and supports that have been provided to 

the youth nearing emancipation, such as employment assistance and information related to 
health care, housing and education, among other information. This bill requires a county 

welfare department to also verify to the court that it provided specified CalFresh information 
to the youth.  

Existing law requires the county welfare department to provide a foster youth with 

information about CalFresh and, if requested, assist them in completing an application for 
benefits. This bill expands these requirement to also require the department to provide 

written information notifying the youth of the CalFresh program and where they may apply 
for CalFresh benefits. 
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3) CalFresh. The federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), known as 
CalFresh in California, provides food access to low-income individuals who meet certain 

eligibility criteria. CalFresh benefits are federally funded and are administered at the federal 
level by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) which sets eligibility 
requirements.  

In California, CalFresh is administered at the local level by county human services agencies, 
with federal, state and county governments sharing the costs of program administration. 

Benefits are made available to recipients on an electronic benefits card (EBT) card. Nearly 
four million individuals in California receive CalFresh benefits. As of October 1, 2020, the 
maximum monthly grant amount for a household of one is $204, and in December 2020, the 

average monthly household grant was $222. Studies indicate youth aging out of foster care 
are disproportionally affected by food insecurity. Approximately 33% of former foster youth 

access CalFresh.  

4) Related Legislation.  AB 546 (Maienschein), of this legislative session, requires a county 
welfare department to include in its report to the court at the last regularly scheduled review 

hearing prior to a youth reaching 18 years of age, and before dependency court jurisdiction 
can be terminated, descriptions of efforts to secure housing for the youth. AB 546 is pending 

in this committee. 

5) Prior Legislation. 

AB 718 (Eggman), Chapter 438, Statutes of 2019, requires a county welfare department to 

submit a report to the court verifying the county has provided specific information, 
documents and services to foster youth in the child welfare system, as specified.  

AB 3238 (Smith), of the 2019-20 Legislative Session, would have required CDSS to 
establish a pilot program in up to five counties to appoint at least one CalFresh eligibility 
liaison to increase CalFresh enrollment among older foster youth aging out of the child 

welfare system. AB 3238 was held on this committee’s Suspense File. 

AB 1229 (Wicks), of the 2019-20 Legislative Session, would have required CDSS to issue 

guidance to county human services departments to increase CalFresh application and 
participation rates of exiting foster youth and would have required the California Student Aid 
Commission to determine funding authority necessary to establish a Transition Age Foster 

Youth Meal Plan Program. AB 1229 was held on the Senate Appropriations Committee’s 
Suspense File. 
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