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Date of Hearing:  April 13, 2021 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

Mark Stone, Chair 
AB 674 (Bennett) – As Amended March 25, 2021 

PROPOSED CONSENT 

SUBJECT: DEPENDENT CHILDREN: DOCUMENTS 

KEY ISSUE: IN ORDER TO HELP REDUCE HUNGER IN YOUTH WHO EMANCIPATE 

FROM THE DEPENDENCY SYSTEM, SHOULD THE COUNTY WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE WRITTEN INFORMATION NOTIFYING 
THE YOUTH THAT THEY MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR CALFRESH BENEFITS AND HOW 

THEY CAN APPLY FOR THOSE BENEFITS, AND TO REPORT THAT INFORMATION 
TO THE COURT? 

SYNOPSIS 

Youth aging out of foster care are disproportionately impacted by food insecurity. Only 33 
percent of current and former foster youth have accessed CalFresh benefits by age 19 and a 

significant percentage are food insecure. Almost 25 percent of former foster youth report 
foregoing paying a bill in order to purchase food.  

This non-controversial bill would build upon current law by expanding the list of information, 
documents, and services that a county welfare department, at the last review hearing prior to a 
foster youth’s 18th birthday, must provide to the youth and report to the court. Currently, the 

county welfare department must provide the youth with some oral information about the 
CalFresh program. (Section 18912.) This bill expands the department’s requirement  to also 

require the department to provide written information notifying the minor or nonminor of their 
eligibility for the CalFresh program and where they may apply for CalFresh benefits, and verify 
to the court that they provided that information to the youth. This should reduce food insecurity 

for former foster youth. 

This bill is supported by Alliance for Children's Rights, California Catholic Conference, 

Coalition of California Welfare Rights Organizations, County of Ventura County, Welfare 
Directors Association of California (CWDA), and SEIU California. The bill has no opposition on 
file. 

SUMMARY: Requires the county welfare department to provide in its report to the court, at the 
last regularly scheduled review hearing before a dependent child has attained 18 years of age, 

verification that it has provided written information notifying the minor or nonminor that they 
may be eligible to receive CalFresh benefits and where they can apply for those benefits.  

EXISTING LAW:  

1) States that the purpose of foster care law is to provide maximum safety and protection for 
children who are currently being physically, sexually, or emotionally abused, neglected, or 

exploited, and to ensure the safety, protection, and physical and emotional well-being of 
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children who are at risk of harm. (Welfare and Institutions Code Section 300.2. All further 
statutory references are to the Welfare and Institutions Code, unless otherwise indicated.)  

2) Provides for extended foster care funding for youth until age 21, as well as adopts other 
changes to conform to the federal Fostering Connections to Success Act. (Sections 241.1, 
303, 366.3, 388, 391, 450, 11400, 11402, 11403.) 

3) Requires a youth subject to the court’s transition jurisdiction who is 18 years of age or older 
to be referred to as a “nonminor dependent.” (Section 450 (c).)  

4) Defines “nonminor dependent” as a current foster youth or a nonminor under the transition 
jurisdiction of the court who: is between 18 and 21 years old, turned 18 years old while under 
an order of foster care placement, is in foster care under the responsibility of the county 

welfare department, county probation department, or Indian Tribe, and is participating in a 
transitional independent living plan, as specified. (Section 11400 (v).) 

5) Requires the county welfare department, at the last regularly scheduled review hearing before 
a dependent child attains 18 years of age, to submit a report verifying that certain 
information, documents, and services have been provided to the minor or nonminor, 

including specified identification documents and information specific to their child welfare 
case. (Section 391 (b).) 

6) Establishes the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance (SNAP) pursuant to the Food 
Stamps Act of 1964 to provide benefits to families and individuals meeting specified criteria. 
(7 U.S.C. Section 2011)  

7) Establishes the CalFresh program for the administration of federal SNAP benefits to eligible 
individuals. Provides program requirements and eligibility, as specified. (Section 18900 et 

seq.)  

8) Requires the Department of Social Services to propose a Transitional Food Stamps for Foster 
Youth demonstration project under which independent foster care adolescents, who are not 

eligible for CalWORKs or Supplemental Security Income program benefits, shall be eligible 
without regard to income or resources. An individual eligible for the program shall receive 

the maximum benefit amount allotted for a household size of one for the initial certification 
period, which shall remain constant for the entirety of the initial certification period. The 
food stamp case shall be established and maintained in the county of jurisdiction designated 

by the terminating foster care case. (Section 18901.4.) 

9) Requires each county welfare department to inform each applicant of the availability of 

expedited service and assistance in completing the CalFresh application and, upon request of 
the applicant, may assist in filling out forms and completing the application process for 
expedited service. (Section 18912.) 

FISCAL EFFECT: As currently in print this bill is keyed fiscal. 

COMMENTS: The provisions of this bill seek to reduce hunger and increase older foster 

youth’s enrollment in CalFresh by ensuring youth are informed about their potential eligibility 
and where to apply for CalFresh benefits. Current law requires the court to periodically review 
the youth’s case to ensure their needs are being met. As a part of this review process, social 
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workers are required to submit reports to the court detailing the services and supports that have 
been provided to the youth nearing emancipation, such as employment assistance and 

information related to health care, housing, and education, among other information.  

AB 674 builds upon current law by expanding the list of information, documents, and services 
that a county welfare department, at the last review hearing prior to that youth’s 18th birthday, 

must report to the court. Currently, the county welfare department must provide the youth with 
information about CalFresh and, if requested, assist them in completing an application for 

benefits. (Section 18912.) This bill expands the department’s requirement to also require the 
department to provide written information notifying the minor or nonminor of the CalFresh 
program and where they may apply for CalFresh benefits, and verify to the court that they 

provided that information to the youth. This should help reduce hunger for former foster 
children. According to the author:  

Young people exiting the foster care system are already at a significant disadvantage to their 
peers. Their housing, education, and job situations can be very unstable. In situations like 
this, food insecurity is often overlooked, but is of significant importance. We know that only 

33% of foster youth have ever accessed CalFresh benefits. These young people have 
foregone bill payments, skipped meals, or rely on food banks to receive their daily meals 

simply because they are either unaware of CalFresh benefits or think their foster care 
payment and/or income will make them ineligible for CalFresh. We must address this 
inequity. AB 674 seeks to increase foster youth enrollment into CalFresh by providing vital 

information regarding benefits to transitional-aged youth as they exiting out of California’s 
foster care system. No young person should go hungry simply due to a lack of information. 

CalFresh. The California Associations of Food Banks define “food insecurity” as the occasional 
or constant lack of access to the food one needs for a healthy, active life. Individuals who face 
food insecurity often are forced to make decisions between nurturing their physical health or 

maintaining other aspects of their life, leading to serious health effects. While California 
produces nearly half of the nation’s fruits and vegetables, our state continues to face high rates of 

food insecurity. Food security can be impacted by a variety of factors, including access to local 
healthy foods, the price of food, and the ability to store and prepare food.  

SNAP provides food access to low-income individuals who meet certain eligibility criteria; in 

California, this program is known as CalFresh. CalFresh benefits are entirely federally-funded, 
and administration at the federal level lies with the United States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA). The USDA is tasked with setting specific eligibility requirements for SNAP programs 
across the country, as well as gross and net income tests, work requirements, and other 
documentation requirements. Currently, the maximum allowable gross income is 200 percent of 

the Federal Poverty Level (FPL), although households with elderly members or members with 
disabilities are not subject to gross income criteria, but must have a net monthly income at or 

below 100 percent of the FPL.  

In California, CalFresh is administered at the local level by county human services agencies, 
with federal, state, and county governments sharing the costs of program administration. Nearly 

four million individuals in California receive CalFresh benefits; on average, an individual 
receives approximately $135 per month in benefits. The maximum monthly grant amount for a 

household size of one is $194 as of October 1, 2019.  
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Foster youth and CalFresh. The CalYOUTH study, which is administered by Chapin Hall at the 
University of Chicago, and is conducted in collaboration with California Department of Social 

Services and the County Welfare Directors Association of California, evaluates the impacts of 
extended foster care on foster youth transitioning to adulthood. The 2020 CalYOUTH study 
found that more than half of the youth surveyed (718 young people) reported that they had ever 

received CalFresh benefits. Of these youth, nearly 58 percent reported currently receiving 
CalFresh benefits, and 32.1 percent of all CalYOUTH participants were currently receiving 

CalFresh. Over two-fifths of youth who had ever received CalFresh reported receiving assistance 
for more than six months during the previous year, and the average monthly grant received was 
about $253. But many former foster youth who were likely eligible for CalFresh benefits were 

likely not receiving them.  

This bill seeks to reduce hunger and increase older foster youth’s enrollment in CalFresh benefits 

program by ensuring youth are informed about the program, their potential eligibility for 
CalFresh benefits, and where they may apply for the program, before they depart from the foster 
care system. The county welfare department will be required to report to the court in writing of 

their progress in providing this information to the transitioning foster youth at the last regularly 
scheduled review hearing before a dependent child attains 18 years of age. It is hoped that 

providing this additional information to emancipating foster youth helps alleviate food 
insecurity.  

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT: The California Catholic Conference supports this bill by writing: 

California has the largest number of children entering the foster care system each year. 
Currently, there are over 60,000 children in the foster care system, with 33,000 located in 

Los Angeles, Sacramento, and Placer County alone. Too often, however, children in foster 
care and former foster youth lag behind their peers in health and education outcomes, and 
food security. Youth aging out of foster care are disproportionately impacted by food 

insecurity. Almost 25% of former foster youth reported foregoing paying a bill to purchase 
food, and only 33% of current and former foster youth had accessed CalFresh benefits by age 

19.  

While transitioning into adulthood, youth are left without tools and support they need to 
thrive. AB 674 codifies an existing practice requiring that youth transitioning out of foster 

care are provided written information regarding their potential CalFresh eligibility. CalFresh 
benefits act as a buffer against the economic and health impacts of food insecurity, allowing 

former foster youth to grow into healthy, self-sufficient adults. 

In addition, SEIU California supports this bill by writing:  

It is imperative that we do everything we can to ensure that youth transitioning out of foster 

cae are bolstered with all of the supports, services, and tools necessary to become self-
sufficient adults. Youth aging out of foster care are disproportionally affected by food 

insecurity, yet only 33% of former foster youth access CalFresh. Making sure that transition 
age youth are aware of the availability of these benefits, and of how to access them will 
reduce food insecurity in this population and will better ensure that they are on the pathway 

to self-sufficiency. 
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REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

Support 

Alliance for Children's Rights 
California Catholic Conference 
Coalition of California Welfare Rights Organizations 

County of Ventura County 
Welfare Directors Association of California (CWDA) 

SEIU California 

Opposition 

None on file 

Analysis Prepared by: Victoria Anderson and Leora Gershenzon / JUD. / (916) 319-2334 


