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SUMMARY:  Provides that a county probation department shall, upon request, notify a victim 

of domestic violence or stalking, of the perpetrators current address when the perpetrator is 
placed on, or being released on probation.   
 

1) Provides that a county probation department shall notify a victim of domestic violence or 
stalking, of the perpetrators current address, or proposed address, after conviction, is placed 

on or being released on probation, after conviction, under the supervision of the adult 
probation department. 
 

2) Provides that the above notification requirement shall only apply if the victim has requested 
notification and has provided the probation department with a current address at which they 

may be notified. 
 

3) Requires the district attorney to advise the above victims of their right to request and receive 

notification, as specified. 
 

EXISTING LAW:   
 
1) Provides that whenever a person confined in the state prison for a conviction of a violent 

felony, the California Department of Corrections (CDC) or the Board of Parole Hearings 
(BPH) shall notify the local law enforcement agencies that have jurisdiction over the 

community in which the person was convicted and that have jurisdiction over the community 
in which the person is scheduled to be released.  (Pen. Code § 3058.6.) 
 

2) Requires the CDC or the BPT, within 45 days of the scheduled release of a person convicted 
of a violent felony, to notify the sheriff, chief of police, or both, and the district attorney in 

the jurisdiction where the person is scheduled to be paroled.  (Pen. Code § 3058.6, subd. (a).) 
 

3) Provides that the sheriff or the chief of police when notified as to the pending release of a 

violent felon may notify an appropriate person of a pending release. (Pen. Code § 3058.7, 
subd. (a).) 

 
4) Requires the CDC to send a notice to a victim or witness who has requested notification that 

a person convicted of a violent felony is scheduled to be released.  (Pen. Code § 3058.8, 

subd. (a).) 
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5) Provides that the CDC shall notify local law enforcement of the fact that a paroled inmate is 
going to be released in its jurisdiction.  (Pen. Code § 3003, subd. (e)(1).) 

 
6) Provides that upon conviction of a violent felony, the district attorney, probation officer, or 

victim- witness coordinator shall notify the victim as to his or her right to be sent notice of 

the defendant's release from custody.  (Pen Code § 679.03, subd. (a)(1). 
 

7) Provides that if a victim or witness so requests, the CDC shall not return an inmate released 
on parole who committed a violent felony to a location within 35 miles of the actual 
residence of a victim or witness.  (Pen. Code § 3003, subd. (f). 

 
FISCAL EFFECT:  Unknown 

 
 
COMMENTS:   

 
1) Author's Statement:  According to the author, "Nearly one in every three people in 

California have experience domestic violence at some point in their lifetime. For many, the 
story does not end when their abuser is arrested. More than half of the women who survive 
domestic violence live in fear for their safety. Tragically, these fears are often well-founded. 

As many as half of female victims of domestic violence report experiencing further incidents 
of violence or stalking by their abuser within one year. 

 
California must do more to protect victims of domestic violence. This bill will ensure that 
victims have the right to be notified of the probation address of their abuser and if necessary 

take further action to protect themselves from further abuse.  
 

2) Background:  According to materials supplied by the author, “Currently, victims of 
domestic violence can request to be notified of the parole location of a felony domestic 
violence offender, but not the probation location of a domestic violence offender. Domestic 

violence can be traumatizing for victims. After experiencing domestic violence, survey data 
shows that most female survivors report feeling fearful and unsafe, and 62.6% of female 

survivors experience symptoms of PTSD.  Sadly, this fear is often justified, rates of re-
victimization by the same offender ranging from ~20% (based on criminal justice reporting 
data) to as high as 50% (from surveys of victims). Abusers may choose to live near their 

victims to perpetuate violence or stalking. Data shows that the severity of the initial crime of 
domestic violence, the specific charge (misdemeanor or felony), and the outcome (probation 

or parole) are not predictors of the likelihood that an offender will re-abuse their victim. 
Surveys of victims reveal that those who ended their relationship with their abuser were 
twice as likely to report being re-victimized.  

 
“Victims of domestic violence should have the right to access any information that may 

pertain to their safety. Knowing the probation address of their abuser will equip survivors 
with information that may help them assess their risk, and if necessary take further action to 
protect themselves from further abuse.”  

 
3) Argument in Support:  According to Work Equity, “AB 547 would help protect victims of 

domestic violence and prevent further abuse by expanding notification rights for victims of 
domestic violence to include notification of their perpetrators proposed address when 
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released on probation.  By notifying the domestic violence of their perpetrator’s location, this 
bill gives victims important information that may impact their safety and risk of continued 

violence, harassment, or stalking by their abuser. 
 

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

 
Support 

 

Work Equity 
 

Opposition 

 

None 
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