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ASSEMBLY THIRD READING 
AB 338 (Ramos) 

As Amended  April 22, 2021 
Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Authorizes the construction and maintenance of a monument to the California Native people of 

the Sacramento, California, region on the grounds of the State Capitol. 

Major Provisions 

1) Deletes the requirement that a monument to Father Junipero Serra be erected and maintained 
on the grounds of the State Capitol. 

2) Requires the Department of General Services (DGS) in consultation with tribal nations in the 

Sacramento, California, region, to be responsible for the planning, construction, and 
maintenance of a monument to the California Native people of the Sacramento, California, 

region on the grounds of the State Capitol. 

3) Requires the planning, construction, and maintenance of the monument to be funded 
exclusively through private funding from the tribal nations in the Sacramento, California, 

region. 

4) Prohibits construction of the monument until the Joint Committee on Rules has approved and 

adopted the plan for the monument; and, the Joint Committee on Rules and the Department 
of Finance (DOF) have determined that sufficient private funding is available to construct 
and maintain the monument. 

5) Makes various findings and declarations about the California Native American population, 
their history, and their contributions in this state. 

COMMENTS 

1) Background on Capitol Park:  Capitol Park is widely known as one of the most beautiful 

parks in the United States, with over 40,000 trees, shrubs, and flowers.  Capitol Park stands 
as one of the finest collections of plant life in the country.  Capitol Park is also significant for 

the many memorials present in the park, which recognize groups and individuals who have 
contributed to California's history. 

2) Father Junipero Serra Monument:  The monument to Father Junipero Serra was erected in 

1967 after being authorized by AB 1124 ((Marks) Chapter 371, Statutes of 1965).  The 
monument was a life-sized statue of Father Serra and had a map of California's 21 missions 

at its base.  The monument was vandalized and torn down by protestors on the evening of 
July 4, 2020.  Statues of Father Serra were also torn down in San Francisco and Los Angeles 
around the same time, as his legacy has come under increased scrutiny.   

According to the Author 
For over 50 years the monument to Junipero Serra has stood on the grounds of our State Capitol, 

serving as a constant reminder for area native people of the atrocities inflicted upon their 
ancestors during the Spanish colonization period.  At the same time, no formal recognition of 
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these native peoples has existed to recognize their loss, their contributions, or their history on 
these lands.  It is long overdue that we as a state right this wrong and AB 338 will send a clear 

message that California's values have in fact changed since the days of Serra's reign. 

Arguments in Support 
Various Native American tribes strongly support AB 338 as a "long overdue recognition of the 

region's Native American communities."  They believe that a monument will help tell the story 
of California Native American tribes and their rich history, which has often been misrepresented 

or never told. 

Arguments in Opposition 
The Pacific Justice Institute-Center for Public Policy (PJI-CPP) has an oppose unless amended 

position and opposes Section 2 of AB 338 which repeals the requirement that the Father Junipero 
Serra monument be on the grounds of the State Capitol.  While PJI-CCP supports a monument to 

the California Native people of the Sacramento, California, region, they argue that the "provision 
to tear out the law written to erect and maintain a monument in honor of Fr. Serra is nothing less 
than the validation and codification of anti-Christian mob violence." 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Assembly Appropriations Committee: 

1) Minor, absorbable costs to DGS for consultation and maintenance of the monument's 

construction on the State Capitol grounds. 

2) Minor, absorbable costs to the Joint Rules Committee and DOF to review construction and 
funding plans for the monument. 

VOTES 

ASM RULES:  9-0-3 
YES:  Cooley, Gipson, Lee, Levine, Maienschein, Mathis, Ramos, Blanca Rubio, Villapudua 
ABS, ABST OR NV:  Cunningham, Bennett, Flora 

 
ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  12-0-4 

YES:  Lorena Gonzalez, Calderon, Carrillo, Chau, Gabriel, Eduardo Garcia, Levine, Quirk, 
Robert Rivas, Akilah Weber, Friedman, Stone 
ABS, ABST OR NV:  Bigelow, Megan Dahle, Davies, Fong 
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