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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

AB 30 (Kalra) 

As Amended  August 11, 2022 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Original Committee of Reference: W., P., & W. 

Establishes the Equitable Outdoor Access Act to set forth the state's commitment to ensuring all 

Californians can benefit from, and have meaningful and sustainable access to, the state's rich 

cultural and natural resources. 

Senate Amendments 
Current Committee Recommendation: Concur 

1) Replace the contents of this bill by revising and recasting the provisions of the original bill, 

and incorporating provisions from SB 624 (Hueso), 2021-2022 Session. 

2) Declare that it is the established policy of the state to: 

a) Ensure that all Californians have equitable opportunities to safe and affordable access to 

nature and access to the benefits of nature. 

b) Maximize public access to public lands, including the state's cultural and natural 

resources, in a sustainable manner, where appropriate, with a special emphasis on 

creating and promoting opportunities for people and communities that face 

disproportionate barriers to access, as specified. 

c) Prevent and minimize the intentional and unwarranted limitation of sustainable public 

access to public lands, as specified. 

3) Direct all relevant state agencies, as specified, to consider this state policy when revising, 

adopting, or establishing policies, regulations, and grant criteria, or making expenditures, as 

specified, in addition to incorporating this state policy when performing those actions. 

4) Require, notwithstanding any other law, all state agencies implementing this state policy to 

do so in a manner consistent with the mission of their agency that conserves natural and 

cultural resources, in addition to protecting the health and safety of the public. 

5) Require the state to encourage the types of access that promote, and are consistent with, 

conserving natural and cultural resources. 

6) Direct the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA), on or before January 1, 2024, to 

prepare a report and submit it to the Legislature on the implementation of this bill. 

7) Make a series of findings and declarations. 
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COMMENTS 

Access to parks and open/green spaces provide numerous benefits to the community, 

environment, and economy. Use of parks and open spaces is correlated with a number of mental 

and physical health benefits, including decreased risk of stress, anxiety, and depression; lessened 

symptoms of ADD/ADHD; as well as reduced risk of psychiatric illness for those with childhood 

exposure to open/green space. 

"Access" embodies both physical (e.g., distance to a park) and social (e.g., language and safety) 

aspects and varies widely throughout California. The Center for American Progress recently 

published a report examining ethnic, racial, economic, and other demographic disparities in the 

current distribution of natural areas in the United States by comparing satellite and census data. 

The study found that communities of color are three times more likely than white communities to 

live in "nature deprived" places, defined as an area that has a higher proportion of natural area 

lost to human activity, including urban sprawl. The report also found that 70% of low income 

communities live in nature deprived areas. The report noted that this inequitable distribution is 

the result of a long history of systemic racism and economic discrimination, including redlining, 

forced migration, and economic segregation. 

These national findings have been reflected at the state level, with research showing that there 

are unfair park and outdoor access disparities based on race, ethnicity, income, poverty, youth, 

and access to cars. In Southern California, for instance, children of color disproportionately live 

in communities of concentrated poverty without enough places to play in parks and schools, and 

without access to cars or an adequate transit system to reach parks and school fields in other 

neighborhoods. According to the Trust for Public Land, one in three Californians do not live 

within a 10 minute walk to a quality park. According to a recent Hispanic Access Foundation 

report, 55% of Latinos in California lack access to open space, and significantly fewer acres of 

green space are present in many Black and Latino neighborhoods when compared to 

predominantly white neighborhoods. 

This bill adopts a new state policy to ensure safe and affordable access of all Californians to 

nature and its benefits and to recognize the importance of outdoor access and nature to public 

health and well-being, identity, culture, and economic prosperity. This bill would adopt this 

policy with special emphasis on those who have historically lacked access to these resources and 

live in nature-deprived areas. 

According to the Author 
"Access to public land, nature, and a healthy environment should be available to all Californians. 

Being able to access the many benefits of nature is necessary for the mental and physical health, 

and overall well-being of people, but studies have shown that people of color are less likely to 

have access to nature and indigenous communities living in rural areas have likewise suffered 

disproportionately from environmental degradation and displacement. As the destruction of 

nature accelerates at unprecedented rates due to climate change, marginalized communities will 

continue to bear more of the negative consequences of the climate crisis. By adopting AB 30, 

California would become the first state to declare equitable access to nature for all Californians, 

setting an important example for the rest of the nation that our most vulnerable communities can 

benefit equitably in our efforts to protect nature." 
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Arguments in Support 
Those in support argue that ensuring that all Californians have appropriate and sustainable access 

to nature and to the benefits of nature is a necessary first step to close the nature gap for many 

nature-deprived communities. Additionally, they state that this policy will help advance, 

promote, and support the state's climate and biodiversity goals. 

Arguments in Opposition 
No opposition on file. 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Senate Appropriations Committee: 

1) The CNRA estimates one-time costs of $80,000 (General Fund) for temporary staffing to 

support the development of the required report by January 1, 2024; and 

2) There are unknown, potentially significant costs and cost pressure (General Fund, special 

fund, and bond funds) for the CNRA and various state departments – including the 

Department of Parks and Recreation, the Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Department of 

Transportation, the Department of Conservation, and state conservancies, among others – to 

implement the new access policy prescribed in this bill. 

VOTES 

ASM WATER, PARKS, AND WILDLIFE:  11-4-0 
YES:  Eduardo Garcia, Bennett, Friedman, Cristina Garcia, Kalra, Levine, Muratsuchi, Blanca 

Rubio, Salas, Villapudua, Ward 

NO:  Megan Dahle, Bigelow, Nguyen, Smith 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  12-3-1 
YES:  Holden, Bryan, Calderon, Luz Rivas, Gabriel, McCarty, Levine, Quirk, Robert Rivas, 

Akilah Weber, Stone, Mullin 

NO:  Bigelow, Davies, Fong 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Megan Dahle 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  54-18-4 
YES:  Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Berman, Bloom, Boerner Horvath, 

Mia Bonta, Bryan, Burke, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Cooley, Cooper, Friedman, Gabriel, 

Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Gray, Grayson, Holden, Irwin, Kalra, Lee, Levine, 

Low, Maienschein, McCarty, Medina, Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, O'Donnell, Petrie-Norris, 

Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Salas, 

Santiago, Stone, Ting, Villapudua, Ward, Akilah Weber, Wicks, Wood, Rendon 

NO:  Bigelow, Chen, Cunningham, Megan Dahle, Davies, Flora, Fong, Gallagher, Kiley, 

Lackey, Mayes, Nguyen, Patterson, Seyarto, Smith, Valladares, Voepel, Waldron 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Choi, Daly, Jones-Sawyer, Mathis 

 

SENATE FLOOR:  40-0-0 
YES:  Allen, Archuleta, Atkins, Bates, Becker, Borgeas, Bradford, Caballero, Cortese, Dahle, 

Dodd, Durazo, Eggman, Glazer, Gonzalez, Grove, Hertzberg, Hueso, Hurtado, Jones, Kamlager, 



AB 30 
 Page  4 

 

Laird, Leyva, Limón, McGuire, Melendez, Min, Newman, Nielsen, Ochoa Bogh, Pan, 

Portantino, Roth, Rubio, Skinner, Stern, Umberg, Wieckowski, Wiener, Wilk 

 

ASM WATER, PARKS, AND WILDLIFE:  10-2-3 
YES:  Bauer-Kahan, Megan Dahle, Bennett, Cristina Garcia, Kalra, Nguyen, Blanca Rubio, 

Salas, Villapudua, Ward 

NO:  Bigelow, Smith 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Friedman, Levine, Muratsuchi 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: August 11, 2022 

CONSULTANT:  Keith Cialino / W., P., & W. / (916) 319-2096   FN: 0004553 




