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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

AB 2596 (Low, et al.) 

As Amended  August 25, 2022 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Recognizes Lunar New Year as a state holiday and authorizes eligible state employees to elect to 

receive eight hours of holiday credit for that date in lieu of receiving eight hours of personal 

credit, as provided. 

Senate Amendments 
1) Exclude "Lunar New Year" from designation as a judicial holiday. 

2) Incorporate additional changes from Code of Civil Procedure Section 135 proposed by AB 

1801 (Nazarian) of the current legislative session to be operative only if this bill and AB 

1801 are enacted and this bill is enacted last. 

3) Incorporate additional changes to Government Code Sections 6700, 19853, and 19853.1 

proposed by AB 1655 (Jones-Sawyer) of the current legislative session and AB 1801 to be 

operative only if this bill and AB 1655 and AB 1801, or both are enacted and this bill is 

enacted last. 

COMMENTS 

Background 

Lunar New Year is a popular holiday in many Asian countries, not just China, Vietnam, and 

Korea. Other countries that celebrate Lunar New Year include Cambodia, Thailand, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia.  It is also celebrated in the United States, 

England, France, Germany, Canada, and Australia, among others.  Much like the Western New 

Year, people consider the Lunar New Year as a chance to leave behind the troubles of the past 

year and invite prosperity and good luck. 

In 2022, the Lunar New Year began on Tuesday, February 1.  While the official dates 

encompassing the holiday vary by culture, those celebrating consider it the time of the year to 

reunite with immediate and extended family.  The New Year typically begins with the first new 

moon that occurs between the end of January and spans the first 15 days of the first month of the 

lunar calendar—until the full moon arrives.  Some of the traditional festivities include street 

parades, food, music, dancing, and fireworks. 

Each year in the lunar calendar is represented by one of 12 zodiac animals included in the cycle 

of 12 stations or "signs" along the apparent path of the sun through the cosmos.  The 12 zodiac 

animals are the rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster, dog, and pig. 

In addition to the animals, the five elements of earth, water, fire, wood, and metal are also 

mapped onto the traditional lunar calendar.  Each year is associated with an animal that 

corresponds to an element.  The 2022 Lunar New Year is the year of the water tiger.  The water 

tiger occurs every 60 years.  
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Lunar New Year represents the most significant and festive holiday for many of the more than 6 

million Asian and Pacific Islander (API) Californians.  The celebration in communities 

throughout California reflect the rich cultural history and commitment to racial, religious, and 

cultural diversity.  Many schools throughout the state organize related activities, and at least one 

school district, the San Francisco Unified School District, closes its schools in observance of the 

Lunar New Year. 

According to the Author 
"The creation of this holiday through [this bill] will recognize the cultural and historical 

significance of Lunar New Year and acknowledge Asian Americans and all individuals who 

celebrate this significant occasion.  When we think about the opportunities for us to look at a 

comprehensive approach to tackling the issue of stopping Asian hate, while also uplifting our 

community, this bill will demonstrate California's unwavering support for the fabric of American 

diversity and be a strong testament of solidarity with the growing Asian American community 

which has faced marginalization in the past years." 

Arguments in Support 
"The creation of this holiday through [this bill] will recognize the cultural and historical 

significance of Lunar New Year and acknowledge Asian Americans and all individuals who 

celebrate this significant occasion.  When we think about the opportunities for us to look at a 

comprehensive approach to tackling the issue of stopping Asian hate, while also uplifting our 

community, this bill will demonstrate California's unwavering support for the fabric of American 

diversity and be a strong testament of solidarity with the growing Asian American community 

which has faced marginalization in the past years." 

Arguments in Opposition 
None on file. 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Senate Appropriations Committee, this bill would result in unknown potentially 

significant General Fund cost pressures, likely in the millions of dollars, to create another 

negotiable paid holiday for eligible state workers. 

 

VOTES: 

ASM PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT AND RETIREMENT:  6-0-0 
YES:  Cooper, Voepel, Calderon, Rodriguez, O'Donnell, Seyarto 

 

ASM GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION:  22-0-0 
YES:  Santiago, Bigelow, Aguiar-Curry, Berman, Bryan, Villapudua, Cooper, Megan Dahle, 

Daly, Davies, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Jones-Sawyer, Lackey, Low, Mathis, Quirk-Silva, 

Ramos, Robert Rivas, Blanca Rubio, Salas, Smith 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  12-0-4 
YES:  Holden, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Mike Fong, Gabriel, Eduardo Garcia, Levine, Quirk, 

Robert Rivas, Akilah Weber, Wilson 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Bigelow, Megan Dahle, Davies, Fong 
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ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  76-0-2 
YES:  Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Bigelow, Bloom, Boerner Horvath, 

Mia Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Chen, Choi, Cooley, Cooper, Cunningham, 

Megan Dahle, Daly, Davies, Flora, Mike Fong, Fong, Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, 

Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Gray, Grayson, Haney, Holden, Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, 

Kalra, Kiley, Lackey, Lee, Levine, Low, Maienschein, Mathis, Mayes, McCarty, Medina, 

Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Nguyen, Patterson, Petrie-Norris, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, 

Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Salas, Santiago, Seyarto, Smith, 

Stone, Ting, Valladares, Villapudua, Voepel, Waldron, Ward, Akilah Weber, Wicks, Wilson, 

Wood, Rendon 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Berman, O'Donnell 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: August 25, 2022 

CONSULTANT:  Michael Bolden / P. E. & R. / (916) 319-3957   FN: 0004551 




