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Date of Hearing:  May 11, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

AB 2374 (Bauer-Kahan) – As Amended April 7, 2022 

Policy Committee: Public Safety    Vote: 7 - 0 

 Business and Professions     17 - 0 

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill increases the maximum fines for illegal dumping for any person employing more than 

10 full-time employees, and requires any person convicted of illegal dumping to remove or pay 

the cost of removing the waste matter they were convicted of illegally dumping. Specifically, this 

bill:  

1) Increases the maximum mandatory fine for illegally placing, depositing, dumping or causing 

to be placed, deposited or dumped, waste matter in commercial quantities by a person 

employing more than 10 full-time employees, as follows: 

 

a) From not more than $3,000 for the first offense to not more than $5,000. 

 

b) From not more than $6,000 for the second conviction to not more than $10,000.  

 

c) From not more than $10,000 for a third or subsequent conviction to not more than 

$20,000. 

 

2) Requires the court to order a person convicted of illegal dumping, as specified, to remove, or 

pay the cost of removing, any waste matter which the convicted person dumped or caused to 

be dumped on public or private property. 

 

3) Requires the court, if that person holds a license or permit to conduct business that is 

substantially related to the conviction, to notify the applicable licensing or permitting entity, 

if any, that a licensee or permittee had been convicted of illegal dumping. 

 

4) Requires the licensing or permitting entity to record and post the conviction on the public 

profile of the licensee or permittee on the entity’s website. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

1) Likely minor and absorbable costs to the trial courts to order a defendant to pay clean-up 

costs and notify any licensing agency of any conviction for illegal dumping.  

 

2) Likely minor and absorbable costs to the Department of Toxic Substances Control, 

CalRecycle and the State Water Board to post any conviction for illegal dumping on a 

business’ public profile. 

COMMENTS: 
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1) Purpose and Background. According to the author:  

The illegal dumping of trash, furniture, mattresses, appliances, and 

toxic materials is out of control in both our rural and urban areas – 

it isn’t just unsightly, it is putting the health of our communities 

and environment at risk. Illegal dumping also contributes to a loss 

of community pride, discourages investment and development, 

decreases property values, and increases a community’s 

vulnerability to crime.   

In 2021, the Los Angeles Controller conducted an investigation into illegal dumping in 

public rights of way and determined “[t]he proliferation of illegal dumping in Los Angeles 

has a direct negative impact on public health conditions, public safety, and the environment.” 

The Los Angeles Controller made numerous recommendation to address the problem, 

including: increasing the number of permanent illegal dumping cleanup crews, increasing the 

number of surveillance cameras to monitor hotspots, creating a public awareness campaign 

about illegal dumping and the availability of free or low-cost trash disposal services and 

exploring ways to make it easier for residents to legally dispose of excess waste. The 

Controller also recommended increasing administrative fines in order to deter would-be 

violators.  

2) Prior Legislation. AB 215 (Mathis), of the 2019-2020 Legislative Session, would have 

punished dumping waste matter on private property, including on any private road or 

highway, without the consent of the owner with a fine of between $250 and $1,000 for a first 

conviction, $500 and $1,500 for a second conviction, $750 and $3,000 for a 3rd conviction 

and makes a 4th or subsequent conviction a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in a 

county jail for not more than 30 days and by a fine of not less than $750 nor more than 

$3,000. AB 215 was held on this committee’s Suspense file. 
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