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Bill Summary:  This bill requires a school district, county office of education (COE), 
charter school, private school, the California Community Colleges (CCC), the California 
State University (CSU), and requests the University of California (UC), to ensure that 
classrooms have heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems that meet 
minimum ventilation rate requirements and to install filtration that achieves minimum 
efficiency reporting values (MERV) levels, as specified.   
 
Fiscal Impact:  This bill could result in unknown, but potentially significant costs for 
school districts and community colleges to perform the enhanced HVAC inspections 
every five years.  A precise estimate would depend on the number of schools requiring 
the inspections with the costs ranging from $17,750 to $22,750 per school to contract 
with a third party.  Statewide costs could be in the millions to low tens of millions of 
dollars each year and deemed to be reimbursable by the state. 

This bill could result in additional, state reimbursable mandated costs for school and 
community college districts to install carbon dioxide monitors in every classroom.  The 
amount would depend on the number of classrooms that do not already have the 
carbon dioxide monitors installed and the extent of the installation costs, but the one-
time costs could be in the millions of dollars. 

The CSU indicates that its campuses have already taken steps to improve filtration on 
their existing HVAC systems to bring them into compliance with COVID era safety era 
rules and regulations.  Therefore, any additional costs as a result of this measure will be 
minor and absorbable within existing resources.  The bill’s costs for UC are also likely to 
be minor and absorbable within existing resources. 

Background:  Existing law requires K-12 school facilities to be in "good repair" which is 
defined as a facility that is maintained in a manner that assures that it is clean, safe, and 
functional.  The law requires the school facility inspection and evaluation instrument and 
local evaluation instruments to include specified criteria, including the criterion that 
mechanical systems, including HVAC systems, are functional and unobstructed and 
appear to supply adequate amount of air to all classrooms, workspaces, and facilities.   
 
Existing law requires the State Allocation Board (SAB) to require school districts to 
make all necessary repairs, renewals, and replacements to ensure that a project funded 
by state bond funds is at all times maintained in good repair, working order, and 
condition.  Requires a school district to establish a restricted account within the school 
district general fund for the purpose of providing moneys for ongoing and major 
maintenance of school buildings.  
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Existing law requires the local control and accountability plan (LCAP) to include actions 
that address eight state priorities, including ensuring that school facilities are maintained 
in good repair.  
 
Under the Labor Code, the Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board (Board) is 
authorized to develop health and safety requirements for the protection of workers.  
Regulations adopted by the Board require HVAC systems to be maintained and 
operated in accordance with the State Building Standards Code and continuously 
functioning during working hours with some exceptions (e.g., during scheduled 
maintenance).  The regulations also require the HVAC system to be inspected at least 
annually and problems found during the inspections to be corrected within a reasonable 
time.  The employer is required to document in writing the name of the individual 
inspecting or maintaining the system, the date of the inspection and/or maintenance, 
and the specific findings and actions taken.  The records are required to be retained for 
at least five years and made available for examination and copying, within 48 hours of a 
request, to the Division of Industrial Relations, any employee of the employer, and to 
any designated representative of employees.   

Proposed Law:   This bill requires a covered school to, and the UC is requested to, 
ensure that facilities, including, but not limited to, classrooms for students, have HVAC 
systems that meet the minimum ventilation rate requirements set forth in Table 120.1-A 
of Part 6 (commencing with Section 100.0) of Title 24 of the California Code of 
Regulations unless the existing HVAC system is not capable of safely and efficiently 
providing the minimum ventilation rate. 
 
This bill requires that, if a school's existing HVAC system is not capable of safely and 
efficiently providing the minimum ventilation rate as proposed to be required, the 
covered school to, and the UC is requested to, ensure that its HVAC system meets the 
minimum ventilation rates in effect at the time the building permit for installation of that 
HVAC system was issued.  
 
This bill requires a covered school to, and the UC is requested to, document the HVAC 
system's inability to meet the current ventilation standards in the annual HVAC 
inspection report required by Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations Section 5142, 
and make this information available to the public upon request. 
 
This bill requires covered schools, and request the UC, to install filtration that achieves 
MERV levels of 13 or higher to the extent determined to be feasible and appropriate for 
the existing HVAC system.  The bill provides that for existing HVAC systems not 
designed to achieve MERV levels of 13 or higher, covered schools shall, and the UC is 
requested to, install filtration that achieves the highest MERV level feasible without 
reducing the lifespan or performance of the existing HVAC system. 
 
This bill requires, upon the next triennial update of the California Building Standards 
Code (Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations), the Commission and the DSA to 
research, develop, and propose for adoption mandatory standards for carbon dioxide 
monitors in classrooms of a covered school and the UC. 
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This bill provides that it shall apply to the UC only to the extent that the Regents of the 
UC, by resolution, make it applicable. 
 
This bill contains the following definitions: 

 
a) "Covered school" means a school district, a COE, a charter school, a 

private school, the CCCs, or the CSU; 
 
b) "HVAC" means heating, ventilation, and air conditioning; and 
 
c) "MERV" means minimum efficiency reporting values. 

 

-- END -- 


