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Bill No: AB 1899 

Author: Mathis (R), et al. 

Amended: 3/22/22 in Assembly 

Vote: 21  

  

SENATE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:  4-0, 6/21/22 

AYES:  Bradford, Kamlager, Skinner, Wiener 

NO VOTE RECORDED:  Ochoa Bogh 

 

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE:  7-0, 8/11/22 

AYES:  Portantino, Bates, Bradford, Jones, Laird, McGuire, Wieckowski 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  76-0, 5/25/22 - See last page for vote 

  

SUBJECT: Crimes:  false personation 

SOURCE: Author 

DIGEST: This bill prohibits the false impersonation of peace officers, 

firefighters, and other public officers and employees through, or on, an Internet 

website, or by other electronic means. 

ANALYSIS:   

Existing law: 

1) Provides that any person who knowingly and without consent credibly 

impersonates another actual person through, or on, an Internet website, or by 

other electronic means for the purposes of harming, intimidating, threatening, or 

defrauding another person is guilty of a public offense punishable by a fine not 

exceeding $1,000, or by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, 

or both.  (Pen. Code, § 528.5, subds. (a) & (d).) 
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2) States that an impersonation is credible if another person would reasonably 

believe, or did reasonably believe, that the defendant was or is the person who 

was impersonated.  (Pen. Code, § 528.5, subd. (b).) 

3) Provides that every person who falsely personates another in either their private 

or official capacity, and in such assumed character either, and does any of the 

following, is punishable by a fine not exceeding $10,000, or by imprisonment in 

the county jail not exceeding one year, or imprisonment in the county jail for 16 

months, two, or three years, or by both a fine and imprisonment: 

a) Becomes bail or surety for any party in any proceeding whatever, before any 

court or officer authorized to take such bail or surety; 

b) Verifies, publishes, acknowledges, or proves, in the name of another person, 

any written instrument, with intent that the same may be recorded, delivered, 

or used as true; or, 

c) Does any other act whereby, if done by the person falsely personated, they 

might, in any event, become liable to any suit or prosecution, or to pay any 

sum of money, or to incur any charge, forfeiture, or penalty, or whereby any 

benefit might accrue to the party personating, or to any other person. (Pen. 

Code, § 529.) 

4) Provides that any person other than one who by law is given the authority of a 

peace officer, who willfully wears, exhibits, or uses the authorized badge, 

uniform, insignia, emblem, device, label, certificate, card, or writing, of a peace 

officer, with the intent of fraudulently impersonating a peace officer, or of 

fraudulently inducing the belief that he or she is a peace officer, is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. (Pen. Code, § 538d.) 

5) Provides that any person, other than an officer or member of a fire department, 

who willfully wears, exhibits, or uses the authorized badge, uniform, insignia, 

emblem, device, label, certificate, card, or writing of an officer or member of a 

fire department or a deputy state fire marshal, with the intent of fraudulently 

impersonating such a person, or of fraudulently inducing the belief that they an 

officer or member of a fire department or the Office of the State Fire Marshal, 

is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Pen. Code, § 538e.) 

6) Provides that any person, other than an employee of a public utility or district, 

as specified, who willfully presents themselves to a utility or district customer 

with the intent of fraudulently personating an employee of a public utility or 
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district, or of fraudulently inducing the belief that they are an employee of a 

public utility or district, is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Pen. Code, § 538f.) 

7) Provides that any person, other than a state, county, city, special district, or city 

and county officer or employee, who willfully wears, exhibits, or uses the 

authorized badge, photographic identification card, or insignia of such an 

officer or employee, with the intent of fraudulently impersonating an officer or 

employee, or of fraudulently inducing the belief that they are a state, county, 

city, special district, or city and county officer or employee, is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. (Pen. Code, § 538g.) 

8) Provides that any person, other than an officer or member of a search and 

rescue unit or team, who willfully wears, exhibits, or uses the authorized badge, 

uniform, insignia, emblem, device, label, certificate, card, or writing of member 

of a search and rescue unit or team, with the intent of fraudulently 

impersonating such a person, or of fraudulently inducing the belief that they are 

an officer or member of a search and rescue unit or team, or uses the same to 

obtain aid, money, or assistance within this state, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(Pen. Code, § 538h.) 

This bill prohibits the false impersonation of peace officers, firefighters, and other 

public officers and employees through, or on, an Internet website, or by other 

electronic means. 

Comments 

According to the author: 

AB 1899 is a bipartisan measure that enacts a necessary modernization of 

California law to reflect and tackle the evolving tactics of fraudulent 

impersonation, and ensure that the most vulnerable segments of our society are 

no longer deliberately targeted and victimized. 

Under existing law it is a punishable offense to wear or use the authorized 

uniform, badge, insignia, emblem, device, label, certificate, card, or writing of a 

peace officer, firefighter, and employee of a government agency or department. 

However, this offense only explicitly relates to the wearing or use of such items 

with the intent of fraudulently impersonating an officer or employee of the 

aforementioned positions and not for the purposes of defrauding another person. 

Furthermore, existing law similarly does not include any reference to such 

impersonation of these employees or officers via electronic means. 

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: Yes 
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According to the Senate Appropriations Committee, unknown, potentially 

significant cost pressures due to increased court workload to adjudicate 

prosecutions that are brought as a result of this bill (Special Fund – Trial Court 

Trust Fund, General Fund). 

SUPPORT: (Verified 8/11/22) 

Arcadia Police Officers Association 

Burbank Police Officers' Association 

California Association of Highway Patrolmen 

California Coalition of School Safety Professionals 

Claremont Police Officers Association 

Corona Police Officers Association 

Culver City Police Officers' Association 

Fullerton Police Officers' Association 

Inglewood Police Officers Association 

Los Angeles School Police Officers Association 

Newport Beach Police Association 

Palos Verdes Police Officers Association 

Peace Officers Research Association of California 

Placer County Deputy Sheriffs' Association 

Pomona Police Officer Association 

Riverside Police Officers Association 

Riverside Sheriffs' Association 

Santa Ana Police Officers Association 

Upland Police Officers Association 

OPPOSITION: (Verified 8/11/22) 

None received 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  76-0, 5/25/22 

AYES:  Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Bigelow, Bloom, 

Boerner Horvath, Mia Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Chen, Choi, 

Cooley, Cooper, Cunningham, Megan Dahle, Daly, Davies, Flora, Mike Fong, 

Fong, Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, 

Gray, Grayson, Haney, Holden, Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra, Kiley, Lackey, Lee, 

Levine, Low, Maienschein, Mathis, Mayes, McCarty, Medina, Mullin, 

Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Nguyen, Patterson, Petrie-Norris, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, 

Ramos, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Salas, 



AB 1899 

 Page  5 

 

Santiago, Seyarto, Smith, Stone, Ting, Valladares, Villapudua, Voepel, 

Waldron, Ward, Akilah Weber, Wicks, Wilson, Wood, Rendon 

NO VOTE RECORDED:  Berman, O'Donnell 

 

Prepared by: Stella Choe / PUB. S. /  

8/13/22 9:47:00 

****  END  **** 
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