
SENATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
Senator Anthony Portantino, Chair 

2021 - 2022  Regular  Session 

AB 1899 (Mathis) - Crimes:  false personation 
 
Version: March 22, 2022 Policy Vote: PUB. S. 4 - 0 
Urgency: No Mandate: Yes 
Hearing Date: August 1, 2022 Consultant: Matthew Fleming 

 

Bill Summary:  AB 1899 would prohibit the false impersonation of peace officers, 
firefighters, and other public officers and employees through, or on, an internet website, 
or by other electronic means and punish that conduct as a misdemeanor. 

Fiscal Impact:  Unknown, potentially significant cost pressures due to increased court 
workload to adjudicate prosecutions that are brought as a result of this measure 
(Special Fund – Trial Court Trust Fund, General Fund).   

Background:  Several provisions of the Penal Code prohibit the fraudulent 
impersonation or attempted impersonation of peace officers and other public officers 
and employees.  These provisions proscribe willfully wearing, exhibiting, or using the 
authorized badge, uniform, insignia, emblem, device, label, certificate, card, or writing of 
those officers and employees to commit the fraudulent impersonation. (See Pen. Code, 
§§ 538d-538h.) 

Current law also prohibits the credible impersonation “of another actual person” on an 
internet website, or by other electronic means for purposes of defrauding another 
person. (Pen. Code, § 528.5, subd. (a), emphasis added.) 

However, it is unclear whether purporting to be a peace officer or other public officer or 
employee generally, as opposed to an actual person who is such an officer or 
employee, via an internet website or by other electronic means is prohibited under 
existing law.  

This bill would ensure that the false impersonation of a peace officer, firefighter, public 
utility employee, state or local government agency employee or officer, and a member 
of a search and rescue team via an internet website, or by other electronic means for 
purposes of defrauding another is prohibited by law.   

Proposed Law:   Prohibits the false impersonation of peace officers, firefighters, and 
other public officers and employees through, or on, an internet website, or by other 
electronic means and punish that conduct as a misdemeanor. 

Staff Comments:  It is unknown how many additional prosecutions would be brought 
as a result of the implementation of this bill.  However, it generally costs about $8,000 to 
operate a courtroom for one eight-hour day.  Consequently, if the DOJ filed suit under 
the provisions of this measure, that otherwise it would not be able to under existing law, 
and combined, those additional cases take 50 or more hours of court involvement, the 
cost pressures of this measure to the courts would surpass the Suspense File 
threshold.   
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Although courts are not funded on the basis of workload, increased pressure on the 
Trial Court Trust Fund and staff workload may create a need for increased funding for 
courts from the General Fund (GF) to perform existing duties. Numerous trial court 
operations are funded through the imposition and collection of criminal fines and fees. 
However, the Legislature has reduced and eliminated criminal fines and fees over the 
past five years. As a result, the Governor’s proposed 2022-23 budget anticipates annual 
allocations of $117.8 million and $13.4 million of General Fund backfill in order to 
address declining revenue to the Trial Court Trust Fund.   

-- END -- 


