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Date of Hearing:  March 30, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

AB 1899 (Mathis) – As Amended March 3, 2022 

Policy Committee: Public Safety    Vote: 7 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  Yes Reimbursable:  Yes 

SUMMARY: 

This bill prohibits the false impersonation of peace officers, firefighters and other public officers 

and employees through, or on, an internet website or by other electronic means. 

 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Cost pressure (Trial Court Trust Fund) in the hundreds of thousands of dollars in increased court 

workload, including possible trial costs, given the bill expands an existing misdemeanor for 

falsely impersonating specified public employees via electronic means. It is currently illegal to 

impersonate law enforcement and other first responders but existing law may not apply to an 

impersonation made via electronic means, even if the person impersonated does not actually 

exist. A defendant charged with a misdemeanor is entitled to a no-cost legal representation and a 

jury trial. If 15 new misdemeanors are filed annually statewide and proceed to trial resulting in 

the use of two days of court time, at an estimated cost of approximately $8,000 for an eight-hour 

court day, the workload cost to the trial courts would be $240,000 annually. Although courts are 

not funded on the basis of workload, increased pressure on the Trial Court Trust Fund and staff 

workload may create a need for increased funding for courts from the General Fund (GF) to 

perform existing duties. The Governor’s proposed 2022-23 budget allocates $13.4 million dollars 

annually to backfill the loss of funding from criminal fines and fees and $117.8 million annually 

to continue backfilling the Trial Court Trust Fund to address a decline in revenue. 

 

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. According to the author: 

AB 1899 is a bipartisan measure that enacts a necessary 

modernization of California law to reflect and tackle the evolving 

tactics of fraudulent impersonation of government agencies and 

first responders, and ensures that the most vulnerable segments of 

our society are no longer deliberately targeted and victimized. 

2) Background. As noted above, existing law already prohibits false impersonation of law 

enforcement and other public employees. However, if a person represents themselves online 

as “Officer Smith” of a city police department and solicits false contributions, it is unclear 

whether existing law authorizes prosecution if the person being impersonated is not real or 
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the communication is made via electronic means. This bill makes clear that false 

impersonation of certain public officials via electronic means still constitutes false 

impersonation and may be sentenced to up to one year in county jail.  

 

3) Prior Legislation.  

 

a) AB 1598 (Fong), of the 2019-20 Legislative Session, would have created a new 

misdemeanor for knowingly and credibly impersonating another person by electronic 

means for the purpose of initiating a sexual relationship with another person. AB 1598 

was referred to, but never heard in, the Assembly Public Safety Committee at the request 

of the author.  

 

b) AB 1920 (Grayson), Chapter 252, Statutes of 2018, made it a misdemeanor for a person 

to intentionally and fraudulently impersonate a member of a search and rescue team. 
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