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Date of Hearing:  May 11, 2022 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Chris Holden, Chair 

AB 1738 (Boerner Horvath) – As Amended April 25, 2022 

Policy Committee: Housing and Community Development    Vote: 6 - 1 

 Education     5 - 1 

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill requires mandatory building standards for the installation of electrical vehicle (EV) 

charging stations in certain existing residential and nonresidential structures during retrofits of 

existing parking facilities.  Specifically, this bill:  

1) Requires the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) and the 

California Building Standards Commission (CBSC), commencing with the next triennial 

edition of the California Building Standards Code, to research, develop and propose for 

adoption mandatory building standards for the installation of EV charging stations in existing 

multifamily dwellings, hotels, motels and non-residential development during certain 

retrofits, additions and alterations to existing parking facilities that are issued permits on and 

after the effective date of those building standards. 

2) For purposes of 1) above: 

 

a) Requires HCD to research, develop and propose for adoption mandatory building 

standards for the installation of EV charging stations with Level 2 or higher EV supply 

equipment in existing parking facilities serving multifamily dwellings, hotels and motels. 

Requires the HCD to submit the proposed mandatory building standards to CBSC for 

consideration. 

 

b) Requires CBSC to research, develop and propose for adoption, mandatory building 

standards for the installation of EV charging stations with Level 2 or higher EV supply 

equipment in parking facilities serving existing non-residential buildings. 

 

3) Requires HCD and CBSC, in researching, developing and proposing for adoption mandatory 

building standards under this bill, to: 

 

a) Use specified sections of the California Green Building Standards Code. 

 

b) Consult with interested parties, including, but not limited to, the State Air Resources 

Board, the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, utilities, 

vehicle and EV supply equipment manufacturers and others, and invite the participation 

of the public at large. 
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c) Propose standards that apply only to retrofits, additions and alterations of existing 

parking facilities when a building permit is required and other significant construction, 

retrofits or repair action is taking place. 

 

4) Requires HCD and CBSC to review the building standards every triennial code cycle, and 

update those standards with increasing percentages of parking spaces required to have EV 

supply equipment installed until specified near-term and long-term goals are met.  

FISCAL EFFECT: 

1) HCD estimates one-time costs of $180,000 (General Fund (GF)) annually, for fiscal years 

2023-24 and 2024-25, for one limited-term staff to conduct technical research, draft proposed 

rulemaking documents, solicit stakeholder feedback and collaborate with other state agencies 

to develop the standards for existing buildings.  

2) HCD anticipates approximately $200,000 (GF) in contracting costs to conduct a study of 

existing conditions related to EV charging and to determine if existing infrastructure can 

support the increased demand. 

3) CBSC indicates costs are absorbable within existing resources. 

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose.  According to the author:  

Transitioning the transportation sector to zero-emission technology is 

critical to achieving California’s public health protection goals, 

minimizing air pollution exposure, and mitigating climate change 

impacts.  As passenger vehicles alone account for more than 28% of 

California’s statewide greenhouse gas emissions, deployment of light-

duty ZEVs is essential. To support this transition, more EV charging 

stations are needed.  Installation of EV charging stations is most cost-

effective when it is concurrent with retrofits, additions or alterations to 

parking spaces or the electric supply for an existing building.  [This bill] 

seeks to close the projected EV charging gap of approximately 975,000 

Level 2 EV charging stations by 2025. 

2) Background.  The California Building Standards Law authorizes CBSC to approve and 

adopt building standards through a triennial rulemaking process to revise and update the 

California Building Standards Code. HCD is responsible for proposing building standards to 

the BSC for residential buildings including hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartment houses, 

dwellings, buildings and structures. In the absence of a designated state agency, the CBSC is 

required to adopt specific building standards, as prescribed. Building standards take effect 

180 days after they are published, unless a different date is specified. The standards adopted 

in the next intervening code cycle will be effective on July 1, 2024, and the next triennial 

cycle’s standards will be effective on January 1, 2026. 

The CALGreen Code establishes standards for the installation of EV charging infrastructure 

and EV charging stations in new multifamily buildings and nonresidential structures.  In 

December 2021, CBSC adopted updated standards which go into effect on January 1, 2023 
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and will require all new construction of multifamily housing, hotels, and hotels to contain a 

certain percentage of parking spaces which are EV capable and EV ready. “EV capable” 

refers to parking spaces with capacity to support future installation of charging stations.  “EV 

ready” requires a receptacle (outlet) to be installed.  

 

The new standards also require EV capable spaces to be added when additions or alterations 

to existing parking facilities require a building permit. For an existing multifamily building, 

hotel or motel, an addition or alteration requiring a building permit would require at least 

10% of the spaces altered or added to be EV capable.  

 

This bill takes the next step and requires standards be developed for installing EV charging 

stations is existing residential and non-residential buildings during retrofits of existing 

parking facilities. 

3) Related Legislation.  

AB 965 (Levine), of this legislative session, requires HCD and CBSC to propose building 

standards for EV charging infrastructure for parking spaces in existing non-residential 

structures and outlines specific factors for HCD to consider when proposing future EV 

charging standards. AB 965 is pending on the Senate Inactive File. 

SB 1482 (Allen), of this legislative session, requires each residential dwelling unit in a 

multifamily structure to have access to specified electric vehicle (EV) charging 

infrastructure. SB 1482 is pending the Senate Appropriations Committee.  

 

4) Prior Legislation.  

AB 684 (Levine), of the 2019-20 Legislative Session, would have required HCD and CBSC 

to propose building standards for the installation of future EV charging infrastructure for 

parking spaces in existing multifamily and non-residential buildings. AB 684 was vetoed by 

Governor Newsom.  

 

Analysis Prepared by: Jennifer Swenson / APPR. / (916) 319-2081


