
AB 1452 
 Page 1 

Date of Hearing:  May 12, 2021 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Lorena Gonzalez, Chair 
AB 1452 (Ting) – As Amended March 18, 2021 

Policy Committee: Public Safety    Vote: 8 - 0 

      
      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill requires a member of the clergy or a spiritual adviser to be granted visitation privileges 

within 48 hours of an incarcerated person’s transfer to another state prison. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

No costs to the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) assuming 
CDCR is only required to grant visitation within 48 hours and the clergy member or spiritual 
advisor was approved to visit the inmate at the prior prison.  CDCR notes it cannot facilitate a 

visit within 48 hours, but it can grant the privilege to visit. If the intent of the bill is to require 
visitation at the facility within 48 hours of the request, costs would be significant, possibly in the 

millions of dollars annually. This bill amends an existing provision of law, however, that only 
requires CDCR to grant visitation with a specific period of time.  

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. According to the author:  

Changes in environment and community can necessitate mediation 

with a religious/spiritual advisor and having to wait three days 
could mean the difference between life and death. Ensuring that an 
incarcerated individual can meet with their religious/spiritual 

advisor in 48 hours will give inmates the ability to transition 
smoothly and maintain structure that will help them uphold 

positive behavior changes and prepare for reentry into the 
community. 

2) Existing Law. Penal Code section 5009 requires that whenever an inmate is transferred to 

another institution, any member of the clergy or spiritual advisor previously approve to visit 

shall be granted visitation privileges within 72 hours of the inmate’s transfer. This bill simply 

requires a person be granted visitation within 48 hours, rather than, 72 hours, after the inmate 

is transferred.  

 

3) Argument in Support. According to the California Catholic Conference:  

Ensuring that an incarcerated individual can meet with their 

religious or spiritual advisor within 48 hours after transfer will give 
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inmates the ability to transition smoothly and maintain structure 
that will help them uphold positive behavior changes and prepare 

for reentry into the community.  

4) Related Legislation.  AB 990 (Santiago) establishes a statutory civil right to visitation while 

incarcerated in a state prison or county jail and requires CDCR to permit in-person visitation 

at least four days per week. AB 990 is currently pending in this committee.  
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