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Date of Hearing:  May 19, 2021 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Lorena Gonzalez, Chair 
AB 1279 (Muratsuchi) – As Amended March 25, 2021 

Policy Committee: Water, Parks and Wildlife    Vote: 15 - 0 

      
      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill requires the Ocean Protection Council (OPC) to work with private and nonprofit entities 

to bring sustainable kelp to the coastal waters of the state.  Specifically, this bill: 

1) Requires the OPC to work with private and nonprofit entities, including the University of 
California at Davis and Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of California, 
San Diego, to bring sustainable kelp to the coastal waters of the state. 

2) Requires the OPC to review and assess data from existing research and ongoing pilot projects 
to identify critical knowledge gaps related to kelp forest ecosystems, kelp and sea urchin 

biological processes, kelp forest stressors, kelp-urchin population dynamics, incorporating 
carbon dioxide removal, and long-term carbon sequestration considerations. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

OPC is able to perform the requirements of this bill with existing resources. 

 

COMMENTS: 

Background and Purpose.  Kelp forests are fundamental to California’s marine biodiversity 
and its ocean economy. The ocean is rapidly changing, and kelp faces an uncertain future. 
Marine heatwaves are predicted to become more frequent and more severe. Changing ocean 

conditions may also lead to more intense storm and wave activity, and marine disease may 
become more prevalent. While such threats are generally beyond the control of resource 

managers, steps can be taken to support healthy kelp forests.  Some stressors such as harvest, 
pollution, sedimentation and urchin grazing may be managed to promote resilience in the face of 
an increasingly hostile ocean. Robust research and monitoring, science-informed policy, the 

development of effective restoration methods and meaningful partnership with California Native 
American Tribes and stakeholder communities will help resource managers craft proactive, 

“climate-ready” strategies for kelp management to protect the state’s underwater forests. 
According to the author: 

Without active efforts to restore kelp forests, these essential coastal 

ecosystems may never recover. This ecological collapse has harmed key 
fisheries, including the closing of the red sea urchin and abalone fisheries, not 

to mention the added impact COVID-19 has had on the industry. My bill 
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seeks to accelerate restoration and recovery efforts by creating a statewide 
program to organize and assist with kelp recovery and monitoring projects 

along the entire coast by identifying critical knowledge gaps and to make 
recommendations that will accelerate California’s efforts to restore its great 
coastal forests, while directly supporting fishers to conduct restoration of kelp 

forests underwater, using proven methods. It helps save our kelp forest as it 
creates jobs for California’s small businesses. 

2) Current Actions.  OPC, in partnership with the Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
has developed an interim Action Plan to serve as a starting point for discussion 

between resource managers, the academic community, California Native American 
Tribes, coastal stakeholders (including the diving and fishing communities) and 

members of the public. OPC will offer opportunities for engagement on this draft 
throughout 2021, and a final version of the Action Plan will be presented to the 
council for consideration and possible adoption in the spring of 2022. That version 

will incorporate results from research and restoration projects currently underway, 
as well as scientific, Tribal, and public input. 
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