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SENATE GOVERNMENTAL ORG. COMMITTEE:  15-0, 7/6/21 

AYES:  Dodd, Nielsen, Allen, Archuleta, Becker, Borgeas, Bradford, Glazer, 

Hueso, Jones, Kamlager, Melendez, Portantino, Rubio, Wilk 

 

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE:  Senate Rule 28.8 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  79-0, 6/1/21 - See last page for vote 

  

SUBJECT: California Gambling Control Commission:  voting records 

SOURCE: Author 

DIGEST:    This bill requires the California Gambling Control Commission 

(Commission) to post a public record of each of its votes on its internet website no 

later than two business days after the meeting at which the vote was taken.   

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

Existing law: 

 
1) Provides, under the Gambling Control Act (Act), for the licensure and 

regulation of various legalized gambling activities and establishments by the 

Commission and the investigation and enforcement of those activities and 

establishments by the Department of Justice (DOJ).  

 

2) Requires the Commission to keep a record of all proceedings at its regular and 

special meetings and to make these records open to public inspection. 
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3) Requires DOJ to maintain a file of all applications for licenses under the Act 

and a record of all actions taken with respect to those applications, and to make 

this file and record open to public inspections. 

 

This bill requires the Commission to post a public record of each of its votes on its 

internet website no later than the close of business on the second business day after 

the meeting at which the vote was taken. 

 

Background 
 

Purpose of this bill.  According to the author’s office, “while current law requires 

the Commission to keep records of votes that are taken during proceedings of the 

Commission, there is no requirement that those votes be posted anywhere on the 

Internet.  As such, members of the public have a difficult time staying informed on 

votes taken by the Commission.  This bill simply provides transparency for 

members of the public who want to be informed on the Commission’s 

proceedings.”  

 

Gambling Control Act.  The Act provides the Commission with jurisdiction over 

the operation of gambling establishments in California.  The Act requires every 

owner, lessee, or employee of a gambling establishment to obtain and maintain a 

valid state gambling license.  The Act assigns the Commission the responsibility of 

assuring that gambling licenses are not issued to, or held by, unqualified or 

disqualified persons, or by persons whose operations are conducted in a manner 

that is harmful to the public health, safety, or welfare.   

 

The Act directs the Commission to issue licenses only to those persons of good 

character, honesty and integrity, whose prior activities, criminal record, if any; 

reputation, habits and associations do not pose a threat to the public interest of this 

state.  The DOJ conducts background and field investigations and enforces the 

provisions of the Act in this regard.  The Act currently requires the Commission to 

maintain a public record at the Commission’s principal office.  However, there is 

no requirement that the vote be placed anywhere on the Commission’s internet 

website.  The author’s office points out that this hampers the ability of the public to 

be informed on the votes that the Commission takes.  

 

Related/Prior Legislation 

 

SB 302 (Senate Governmental Organization Committee, 2021) requires the 

Commission to post a public record of each of its votes on its internet website no 
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later than two business days after the meeting at which the vote was taken.  

(Pending in the Assembly Appropriations Committee)  

 

SB 869 (Governmental Organization, 2020) would have required the Commission 

to post a public record of every vote on its internet website no later than two 

business days after the meeting at which the vote was taken.  (Gutted and amended 

to an unrelated issue) 

 

SB 286 (Governmental Organization, 2019) would have required the Commission 

to post a public record of every vote on its internet website no later than two 

business days after the meeting at which the vote was taken.  (Gutted and amended 

to an unrelated issue) 

 
AB 1827 (Governmental Organization, 2019) would have required the 

Commission to post a public record of each of its votes on its internet website.  

(Died on the Senate Inactive File) 

 

AB 2838 (Low, 2018) would have required the Bureau of Gambling Control to 

review and comment on any submitted ordinance within 60 days of receiving the 

ordinance. (Vetoed by Governor Brown) 

 

SB 280 (Glazer, 2017) would have required the Commission to post a public 

record of every vote on its internet website no later than two business days after the 

meeting at which the vote was taken.  (Never heard in the Senate Governmental 

Organization Committee) 

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: No 

SUPPORT: (Verified 7/19/21) 

None received 

OPPOSITION: (Verified 7/19/21) 

None received 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  79-0, 6/1/21 

AYES:  Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Berman, Bigelow, 

Bloom, Boerner Horvath, Bryan, Burke, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Chau, 

Chen, Chiu, Choi, Cooley, Cooper, Cunningham, Megan Dahle, Daly, Davies, 

Flora, Fong, Frazier, Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo 

Garcia, Gipson, Lorena Gonzalez, Gray, Grayson, Holden, Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, 
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Kalra, Kiley, Lackey, Lee, Levine, Low, Maienschein, Mathis, Mayes, McCarty, 

Medina, Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Nguyen, O'Donnell, Patterson, Petrie-

Norris, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, 

Blanca Rubio, Salas, Santiago, Seyarto, Smith, Stone, Ting, Valladares, 

Villapudua, Voepel, Waldron, Ward, Akilah Weber, Wicks, Wood, Rendon 

Prepared by: Felipe Lopez / G.O. / (916) 651-1530 

8/19/21 11:47:27 

****  END  **** 
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