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Bill Summary:  This bill requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI), in 

consultation with the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) and by November 30, 
2023, to recommend to the State Board of Education (SBE) revisions to the history-
social science academic content standards, and requires the SBE to adopt, reject, or 

modify the recommendations by January 31, 2024. 

Fiscal Impact:  The California Department of Education (CDE) estimates one-time 

General Fund costs of approximately $406,000 for the development of new content 

standards.  This estimate includes the cost to convene an academic content standards 
review committee to recommend updates to the standards and the contract with a 
primary writer. 

Background:  Academic content standards define the knowledge, concepts, and skills 

that students should acquire at each grade level.  Curricular frameworks are the 
blueprint for implementing the standards, and include criteria by which instructional 

materials are evaluated.  The Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) advises the SBE 
on curriculum and instruction matters. There is no statutory authority for the review or 
updating of standards.  Specific authority, and one-time funding, has historically been 

provided to develop new standards in specific subjects.   For example, AB 2862 
(O’Donnell), Chapter 647, Statutes of 2016 authorized the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction (SPI) to recommend to the SBE revisions to the content standards in visual 
and performing arts, and authorized the SBE to adopt, reject, or modify the revised 
standards by January 1, 2019.   

 
A schedule once existed for the review and update of frameworks and instructional 

materials in many subject areas, but those processes were suspended in 2009, due to 
budget constraints, through the 2015-16 fiscal year.  During the suspension special 
authority and one-time funding has been provided to develop certain curriculum 

frameworks and adopt instructional materials.  The history-social science standards 
were last adopted in October 1998. 

Proposed Law:   This bill requires the SPI, in consultation with the IQC and by 

November 30, 2023, to recommend to the SBE revisions to the history-social science 
academic content standards, and requires the SBE to adopt, reject, or modify the 

recommendations by January 31, 2024, as specified.   

Related Legislation:  AB 852 (Burke and Weber, 2019) would have established a 

process for the regular revision of academic content standards prior to the revision of 
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curriculum frameworks.  AB 852 was vetoed by the Governor with the following 
message: 

 
This bill creates a new process to routinely evaluate and revise 
academic content standards.  AB 852 shifts the responsibility from 

the State Board of Education to the State Superintendent of Public to 
review and recommend updates to academic content standards.  

 
I do not support shifting this responsibility away from the State 
Board of Education or further complicating the current process. 

 
AB 2290 (Santiago, Ch. 2290, Stats. 2016) authorizes the SPI to recommend to the 

SBE revisions to the world language content standards by January 31, 2019.   
 

AB 2862 (O’Donnell, Ch. 647, Stats. 2016) authorizes the SPI to recommend to the 

SBE revisions to the visual and performing arts content standards by January 1, 2019.   

Staff Comments:  Revising academic content standards triggers the need to update 

the corresponding the curriculum frameworks and evaluation criteria for the instructional 

materials adoption so that they are all in alignment.  Similarly, there would be a state 
and local cost pressure to provide and purchase instructional materials and to provide 
professional development to implement the new content standards.   
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