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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 
AB 904 (Chau) 

As Amended  June 29, 2020 
Majority vote 

SUMMARY: 

Provides that if a law enforcement agency utilizes software to track a person's movements, 

whether in conjunction with a third party or by interacting directly with a person's electronic 
device, the provisions for obtaining a tracking device search warrant apply. 

The Senate Amendments: 

Clarify that nothing in this bill shall be construed to authorize the use of any device or software 
for the purpose of tracking the movement of a person or object. 

COMMENTS: 

  

According to the Author: 
According to the author, "The rights of individuals against unlawful search and seizure are 

enshrined in both the Constitutions of the United States (through the Fourth Amendment) and the 
State of California. Having stood for over 200 years, this basic human right has consistently been 

reinterpreted to account for changes in government, technology, and society. Judicial 
understanding of this right has morphed from an explicit right of privacy within the home and 
personal documents, to an expansive protection against the collection of information by the 

government in a great many applications. Most recently, the United States Supreme Court 
recognized in Carpenter v. United States that the use of cell phone location information by law 

enforcement is an invasion of personal privacy, which requires the granting of a search warrant.  

"This decision certainly represents a landmark case in the jurisprudence of the Supreme Court, 
but had limited applicability to the residents of California because this specific requirement has 

been applied to law enforcement agencies in California since 2012. With the rest of the country 
following suit, it is important that California continues to look ahead at the changing landscape 

of technology and maintains the lead in protecting our residents against unlawful search and 
seizure.  

"Penal Code Section 1534 currently requires search warrants prior to an officer 'installing a 

tracking device or serving a warrant on a third-party possessor of the tracking data.' It is, 
however, no longer necessary for an officer to make physical contact with a device, person, or 

vehicle to 'install' a 'device' in order to track an individual. On the contrary, a government official 
need only have wireless access to download tracking software that will provide investigators 
with far more information than just a person's or a vehicle's location.  

"AB 904 would make clear that a tracking device includes any software that permits the tracking 
of the movement of a person or object for purposes of the statute." 

Arguments in Support: 
According to the California Attorneys for Criminal Justice, "This bill closes a loophole in the 
law that could allow for the software-based tracking of individuals by law enforcement without a 
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warrant. Search warrants protect the public from unreasonable searches and seizures, a 
constitutional right that CACJ supports and believes should be expanded in the face of new 

technology." 

Arguments in Opposition: 
According to the Electronic Frontier Foundation  ̧ "[AB] 904 would amend the California 

Electronic Communications Privacy Act ('CalECPA'), a watershed statute that established bright-
line rules for California government entities seeking to obtain, retain, and use digital information. 

CalECPA was drafted with the specific intention of reinforcing the privacy rights set forth at 
Article 1, Section 1, of the California Constitution—a response to the 'modern threat to personal 
privacy' posed by increased surveillance and then-emerging data collection technology. White v. 

Davis, 13 Cal.3d 757, 774 (1975).  

"We are extremely concerned that [AB] 904 would create and authorize, for any California 

government entity, an entirely new 'procedure for accessing or installing software into an 
electronic device.' CalECPA already allows access to information stored on a device. A.B. 904's 
new procedure would seem to expressly authorize the government to 'access' applications like 

cameras, microphones, or electronic mail on a person's smartphone, tablet, or computer. At the 
very least, this could allow the government to use a person's device as a hidden camera or 

microphone, or as a launching pad to covertly access email or other documents or 
communications that are not stored on the device." 

FISCAL COMMENTS: 

Unknown. This bill is keyed non-fiscal by the Legislative Counsel. 

 

 

VOTES: 

ASM PRIVACY AND CONSUMER PROTECTION:  11-0-0 

YES:  Chau, Kiley, Bauer-Kahan, Berman, Calderon, Kalra, Gallagher, Irwin, Obernolte, Smith, 
Wicks 

 
ASM PUBLIC SAFETY:  8-0-0 
YES:  Jones-Sawyer, Lackey, Bauer-Kahan, Diep, Kamlager, Quirk, Santiago, Wicks 

 
ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  78-0-2 

YES:  Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Berman, Bigelow, Bloom, Boerner Horvath, 
Bonta, Brough, Burke, Calderon, Carrillo, Chau, Chen, Chiu, Choi, Chu, Cooley, Cooper, 
Cunningham, Megan Dahle, Daly, Diep, Eggman, Flora, Fong, Frazier, Friedman, Gabriel, 

Gallagher, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Gloria, Gonzalez, Gray, Grayson, Holden, 
Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra, Kamlager, Kiley, Lackey, Levine, Limón, Low, Maienschein, 

Mathis, Mayes, McCarty, Medina, Melendez, Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, O'Donnell, 
Obernolte, Patterson, Petrie-Norris, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, 
Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Salas, Santiago, Smith, Mark Stone, Ting, Voepel, Waldron, Weber, 

Wicks, Wood 
ABS, ABST OR NV:  Cervantes, Rendon 
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SENATE FLOOR:  39-0-1 

YES:  Allen, Archuleta, Atkins, Bates, Beall, Borgeas, Bradford, Caballero, Chang, Dahle, 
Dodd, Durazo, Galgiani, Glazer, Lena Gonzalez, Grove, Hertzberg, Hill, Hueso, Hurtado, 
Jackson, Leyva, McGuire, Melendez, Mitchell, Monning, Moorlach, Morrell, Nielsen, Pan, 

Portantino, Roth, Rubio, Skinner, Stern, Umberg, Wieckowski, Wiener, Wilk 
ABS, ABST OR NV:  Jones 

 

UPDATED: 

VERSION: June 29, 2020 

CONSULTANT:  Nikki Moore  / PUB. S. / (916) 319-3744   FN: 0003184 


