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Bill Summary:  AB 2730 requires adjacent counties, upon request, to enter into 

agreements to permit the use of emergency management and transportation services in 
the event of an emergency that requires the evacuation and relocation of their access 
and functional needs population.  

Fiscal Impact:  Indeterminate, potentially significant state reimbursable mandate for 

adjacent counties to enter into the agreements required under this bill.  

Background:  In December 2019, the California State Auditor (Auditor) issued Report 

No. 2019-134 “California Is Not Adequately Prepared to Protect Its Most Vulnerable 

Residents From Natural Disasters.” The report highlighted deficiencies in state and local 
emergency preparations for addressing the needs of people with access and functional 
needs. The report made a number of recommendations to the Legislature, including: 

requiring the Office of Emergency Services (OES) to review counties’ emergency plans 
to ensure they align with best practices, involve organizations that represent individuals 

with access and functional needs in developing state emergency plans and guidance for 
local jurisdictions, and annually distribute lessons learned from natural disasters.  

The audit also underscored the need for counties to fully assess and prearrange to 

obtain the resources it would need in a disaster, such as entering into an agreement 
with an adjacent county to secure the transportation and other resources required to 

carry out the proper evacuation of our access and functional needs population.   

In January 2008, the OES established the Office of Access and Functional Needs 
(OAFN). The purpose of the OAFN is to identify the needs of people with disabilities and 

others with access and functional needs before, during, and after a disaster and to 
integrate disability needs and resources into emergency management systems. The 

OAFN offers guidance to emergency managers and planners, disability and older adult 
service systems for planning and responding during disasters and recovery.   

Proposed Law:   This bill: 

 Requires a county, including a city and county, to enter into an agreement with an 
adjacent county, upon the request of the adjacent county, to permit the borrowing, 
for compensation, emergency management and transportation services in the event 

of an emergency that requires the evacuation and relocation of its access and 
functional needs population.  
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o Requires a county that enters into an agreement with an adjacent county to 
integrate that agreement into its emergency plan within 90 days of entering 

into the agreement. 

 Defines “adjacent county” to mean a county within the same standard metropolitan 
statistical area established by the United States office of Management and Budget. 

-- END -- 


