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SENATE BILL NO. 553
INTRODUCED BY D. ZOLNIKOV

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING STATE POLICY LAWS; PROVIDING

RENAMING THE ENERGY AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS INTERIM COMMITTEE; AMENDING SECHON

30-14-102; SECTIONS 5-5-202, 5-5-230, 5-11-222, 10-4-310, 17-7-214, 30-14-102.69-1-222, 69-8-402, 76-3-

621.-85-1-501, AND 90-3-1301, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE-AND-A

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
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SECTION 1. SECTION 5-5-202, MCA,, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"5-5-202. Interim committees. (1) During an interim when the legislature is not in session, the

committees listed in subsection (2) are the interim committees of the legislature. They are empowered to sit as
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1 considerations; and

2 (c) building functionality, durability, and maintenance.

3 (2) When economically justified, state agencies may elect to improve the cost-effectiveness of

4 existing buildings by participating in the high-performance program for operations and maintenance of existing

5 buildings established by the department of administration under this section.

6 (3) The department of administration, in collaboration with the Montana university system, shall

7 provide a report to the energy and telecommunications-technology interim committee in accordance with 5-11-

8 210 on the high-performance building program established in subsection (1). The report must include an

9 overview of the state agencies and educational units participating in the program and an estimate of savings or
10  actual savings in operations and maintenance resulting from participation in the program. (Terminates June 30,
11 2029--sec. 1, Ch. 408, L. 2019.)"
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26 SECTION 6. SECTION 69-1-222, MCA,, IS AMENDED TO READ:

27 "69-1-222. Annual report. (1) The consumer counsel shall prepare and submit a yearly report and
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(b) If a large customer claims a credit that the department of revenue disallows in whole or in part,
the large customer is financially responsible for the disallowance. A large customer and the large customer's
utility may mutually agree that credits claimed by the large customer be first approved by the utility. If the utility

approves the large customer credit, the utility may be financially responsible for any subsequent disallowance.

(11) A public utility with fewer than 50 customers is exempt from the requirements of this section."
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Drafter: Matthew Weaver, SB0553.002.001

SECTION 8. SECTION 85-1-501, MCA,, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"85-1-501. Survey of power generation capacity. (1) The department shall study the economic and

environmental feasibility of constructing and operating a small-scale hydroelectric power generating facility on

each of the water projects under its control and shall periodically update those studies as the cost of the

electrical energy increases. In determining whether small-scale hydroelectric generation may be economically

feasible on a particular project, the department shall consider:

(@)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(9)
(h)
@)

the estimated cost of construction of a facility;

the estimated cost of maintaining, repairing, and operating the facility;

the estimated cost of tying into an existing power distribution channel;

the ability of public utilities or rural electric cooperatives to lease and operate such a facility;
the debt burden to be serviced;

the revenue expected to be derived;

the likelihood of a reasonable rate of return on the investment; and

the potential impacts on water supply and streamflows.

The department shall update the energy and telecommunications-technology interim committee

and the water policy interim committee in accordance with 5-11-210 on all past and current studies conducted

pursuant to this section."

SECTION 9. SECTION 90-3-1301, MCA,, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"90-3-1301. Geothermal research. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the Montana bureau of mines and
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1 pursuant to 90-3-1302."

3 NEW SECTION. SECTION 10. NAME CHANGE -- DIRECTIONS TO CODE COMMISSIONER. WWHENEVER A

4 REFERENCE TO THE ENERGY AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS INTERIM COMMITTEE APPEARS IN LEGISLATION ENACTED BY

5 THE 2025 LEGISLATURE, THE CODE COMMISSIONER IS DIRECTED TO CHANGE IT TO A REFERENCE TO THE ENERGY AND

6 TECHNOLOGY INTERIM COMMITTEE.
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23 NEW SECTION. Section 11. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
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