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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 944
2 INTRODUCED BY T. FALK
3

4  ABILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE BILL NO. 2;
5 PROVIDING REPORTING REQUIREMENTS; REMOVNG-CARRYFORWARD-AUTHORHY-FORTHE

A~ AND

7  PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE.”

9 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
10

11 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Reporting. At each meeting of the general government budget

12 committee provided for in 5-12-501 following the completion of the 69th legislative session, the following
13 agencies shall provide a written report to the committee on the following subjects with the most recent
14 information from the previous 3 months prior to the reporting date to be received by the committee no later than

15 30 days before each meeting of the committee:

16 (1) the department of revenue on:

17

18

19 {e)(A) REPORT ON the status of hiring, including the status of new offices hiring in new, smaller

20 community offices; and

21 {)(B) REPORT ON the status of unreported but taxable properties, including but not limited to new
22 construction;

23 (2) the consumer counsel on the status of its caseload contingency fund,;

24 (3) the office of the commissioner on political practices REPORTING on the status of new positions
25 budgeted for lobby reporting;

26 (4) the department of labor and industry en:

27

28
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1 {b)(A) REPORTING ON the status of decreasing reliance on the general fund;
2 {e)(B) REPORT ON the status of the amount of square feet leased by the department; and
3 {d)(C) REPORT ON the status of releasing more positions budgeted;
4 (5) the department of administration en:
5 (a) REPORT ON the status AWARENESS of any contemplated lease changes statewide;
6 (b) REPORT ON the status of any KNOWN contemplated building acquisitions statewide; AND
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14 {R)(C) REPORT ON any department consolidations or split offs being contemplated;
15 (6) REPORT ON the state information technology services division on its efforts to consolidate and

16 reduce expenses for information technology;

17 (7) the department of commerce en:
18
19

20

21
22 {he)(a) REPORT ON advertising dollars spent, both on traditional methods and on social media,
23 for the last 40 5 years by year, by month, and by county, and an evaluation of the department's current

24 marketing and advertising budgets;

25
26

27

28
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1 0 bl Lidati  d ;
2 {——evaluating-how-successis-measured-by-the-department;
3 {HB)(B) REPORT FROM destination Montana;-and-to-provide-and 10 explain the results of the

4 phase | planning from the $2.9 million United States development administration travel tourism and outdoor
5 recreation program grant received for tourism sector recovery from the covid-19 pandemic and on the status of
6 the implementation phase; and

7 {H{E)(C) REPORT ON the updated status of any employees related to the American Rescue Plan Act;

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17 {9)(8) THE MONTANA BOARD OF HOUSING TO REPORT WITH AN UPDATE OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF HOUSE

18 BILL NO. 819 FROM THE 2023 LEGISLATIVE SESSION REGARDING FUNDS USED AND HOMES BUILT.

19 (9) the department of military affairs on:
20 {a)——efforts REPORT ON IDEAS to restrain growth in general fund dollars spending; and
21

22 40)(9)(10) REPORT FROM the office of budget and program planning on the use of any funds for

23 recruitment and retention, which must also identify the following:

24 (a) the position benefited from the authorization;

25 (b) the agency for which the funds were expended; and

26 (c) the amount expended for the position benefited;

27 4HE0(11) REPORT FROM the governor's office on the results of the positions budgeted for the

28  governor’s efficiency initiative; and
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1 “#244H(12)  for all agencies that report to the general government budget committee, updates on

2 aged vacancy reports, attrition activity, and vacancy rates.
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11
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14
15
16
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19
20
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28
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10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17

18

19

20

21
22

23 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Referrals to legislative auditor. The general government budget

24 committee may make referrals and recommendations to the legislative auditor.

25

26 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2025.

27

28 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Termination. (1) [Section 1] terminates September 15, 2026.
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1 {2)—[Section-2}-terminates-June-30,-2027-
2 -END -
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