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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 690
2 INTRODUCED BY B. MERCER

4  ABILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT LAWS;

7  THAT A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS OR THE MONTANA LEGISLATURE MAY NOT
8  DISCLOSE INFORMATION TO A PARENT OR GUARDIAN THAT IS SUBJECT TO ATTORNEY-CLIENT
9  PRIVILEGE; PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION; PROVIDING THAT A MEMBER MAY CHALLENGE THE
10  DEPARTMENT'S DESIGNATION OF A RECORD AS ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED; AND AMENDING
11 SECTIONS 41-3-102 AND SECTION 41-3-205, MCA.”
12
13 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27

28

Legislative -1- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

Legislative -2- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24
25 “Indian-child"

26 “Indian-child's tribe"
27 “lndi ian”

28 " H H "

Legislative -3- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

Legislative -4- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

Legislative -95- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

Legislative -6- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

Legislative -7- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

Legislative -8- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Legislative -9- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Legislative -10- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

Legislative -11- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Legislative -12- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Legislative -13- Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary
- 2025
69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

Legislative -14 - Authorized Print Version — HB 690

Services
Division



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Zooey Zephyr - (H) Judiciary

- 2025

69th Legislature 2025 Drafter: Rachel Weiss, HB0690.001.002

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Section 1. Section 41-3-205, MCA, is amended to read:

"41-3-205. Confidentiality -- disclosure exceptions. (1) The case records of the department and its
local affiliate, the local office of public assistance, the county attorney, and the court concerning actions taken
under this chapter and all records concerning reports of child abuse and neglect must be kept confidential
except as provided by this section. Except as provided in subsections (9) and (10), a person who purposely or
knowingly permits or encourages the unauthorized dissemination of the contents of case records is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

(2) Records may be disclosed to a court for in camera inspection if relevant to an issue before it.

The court may permit public disclosure if it finds disclosure to be necessary for the fair resolution of an issue
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