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BILL NUMBER: SB 230 BILL AMENDED:  

SUBJECT:  Department of Agriculture.

FIRST AUTHOR: Sen. Leising BILL STATUS: As Introduced
FIRST SPONSOR: 

FUNDS AFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local
X DEDICATED

FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs): This bill makes various
amendments to the role of supervisors on soil and water conservation boards. The bill removes a requirement
that an individual who conducted an inspection of a landfill in a soil and water conservation district (SWCD)
submit a copy of the report to the Division of Soil Conservation. It provides that a SWCD that fails to provide
a copy of each annual financial statement of the SWCD to the Soil Conservation Board by March 31 shall
have its funding withheld until the requirements are satisfied.

Indiana Land Resource Council: The bill repeals the Indiana Land Resource Council. 

Indiana Future Farmers of America Association (Indiana FFA): The bill also requires the State Department
of Agriculture (ISDA) to support, staff, and aid the Indiana FFA.

Effective Date:  July 1, 2026.

Explanation of State Expenditures: Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs):This bill makes minor
changes to the requirements and duties of supervisors and associate supervisors, makes the receipt of state
funding contingent on the submission of a SWCD’s annual financial statement, and removes a requirement
for SWCDs to submit a copy of landfill inspection reports to the Division of Soil Conservation. All changes
are expected to be implemented with existing staff and resources. 

Indiana Land Resource Council: This bill repeals the Indiana Land Resources Council, potentially decreasing
expenditures for the ISDA to support, staff, and serve on the Council. Currently, lay members of the council
are entitled to per diem of $75 and mileage of $0.70 per mile (as of January 1, 2025) , while state employees
are entitled to reimbursement for traveling expenses and other expenses actually incurred in connection with
the members duties.

Indiana Future Farmers of America Association (Indiana FFA): This bill requires the ISDA to provide staff
and administrative support for the Indiana FFA as prescribed in the bill. Currently, the ISDA supports the
Indiana FFA by staffing four full-time employees in leadership roles and covering their administrative
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expenses through its General Fund appropriation. To the extent that this bill results in additional staff being
hired, annual salary and benefit expenditures may increase by an estimated $115,000 per full-time employee.

The bill also requires the ISDA promote the development and growth of school based agricultural education
by entering into grant agreements with the Indiana FFA and the Indiana FFA Foundation and by serving as
a liaison for the entities listed in the bill. To the extent that ISDA enters into partnerships or grant agreements
that they otherwise would not have, expenditures may increase. The additional funds and resources required
could be supplied through existing staff and resources currently being used or with new appropriations.
Ultimately, the source of funds and resources required to satisfy the requirements of this bill will depend on
legislative and administrative actions.

Explanation of State Revenues:  Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs): If a SWCD fails to
submit its annual financial statement, their funding will be withheld until it is received by the Board of Soil
Conservation.

Explanation of Local Expenditures: See Explanation of State Expenditures. SWCDs are funded in part
through contributions from local units.

Indiana Land Resource Council: Workload may minimally decrease for a county and municipal government
whose employees serve on the Indiana Land Resource Council.

Explanation of Local Revenues:  

State Agencies Affected: Indiana State Department of Agriculture; Soil And Water Conservation Districts.

Local Agencies Affected: Local units.

Information Sources:  
Soil and Water Conservation Districts:
https://www.in.gov/isda/divisions/soil-conservation/district-support;
https://www.in.gov/isda/files/2023-CWI-Budget-Overview.pdf ;
https://www.in.gov/isda/files/CWI-2025-Funding-Recommendations.pdf; 
https://ingov.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/

Indiana Future Farmers of America:
https://www.in.gov/isda/divisions/ffa/;
https://www.in.gov/isda/staff-directory/;

Land Resource Council:
https://www.in.gov/isda/boards/indiana-land-resources-council/,

Fiscal Analyst:  Zachary Katopodis,  317-234-2106.
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