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SENATE BILL No. 224

AMO022406 has been incorporated into introduced printing.

Synopsis: Department of natural resources.
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Introduced

Second Regular Session of the 124th General Assembly (2026)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) is being amended, the text of the existing provision will appear in this style type,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in this style type:

Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in this style type. Also, the
word NEW will appear in that style type in the introductory clause of each SECTION that adds
a new provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.

Conflict reconciliation: Text in a statute in this style type or this styfe tppereconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 2025 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

SENATE BILL No. 224

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
natural and cultural resources.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

1 SECTION 1. IC 14-8-1-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
2 FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 1. Except as otherwise
3 provided, the definitions in this article apply throughout this title and
4 312 IAC.
5 SECTION2.1C 14-8-2-2.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE
6 AS ANEW SECTION TOREAD AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVEJULY
7 1, 2026]: Sec. 2.5. "Adjacent to the affected real property", for
8 purposes of IC 14-11-4, has the meaning set forth in IC 14-11-4-1.5.
9 SECTION 3.1C 14-8-2-57 ISREPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY 1,
10 2026]. See: 57 “Corporation'’; for purpoeses of 1€ +4-12-3; has the
11 meaning set forth in 1€ H4=12-3-1-
12 SECTION 4. IC 14-8-2-107, AS AMENDED BY P.L.127-2022,
13 SECTION 7,1S AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
14 JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 107. "Fund" has the following meaning:
15 (1) For purposes of IC 14-9-5, the meaning set forth in
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IC 14-9-5-1.

(2) For purposes of IC 14-9-8-21, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-9-8-21.

(3) For purposes of IC 14-9-8-21.5, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-9-8-21.5.

(4) For purposes of IC 14-9-9, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-9-9-3.

(5) For purposes of IC 14-12-1, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-12-1-1.

(6) For purposes of IC 14-12-2, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-12-2-2.

H For purposes of 1€ +4=12-3; the meaning set forth
€8 (7) For purposes of IC 14-13-1, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-13-1-2.

) (8) For purposes of IC 14-13-2, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-13-2-3.

6y (9) For purposes of IC 14-16-1, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-16-1-30.

1 (10) For purposes of IC 14-19-8, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-19-8-1.

2 (11) For purposes of IC 14-19-11, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-19-11-3.1.

3) (12) For purposes of IC 14-20-11, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-20-11-2.

4 (13) For purposes of IC 14-22-3, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-22-3-1.

5 (14) For purposes of IC 14-22-4, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-22-4-1.

6) For purposes of 1€ +4-22-5; the meaning set forth in
A Fer purposes of 1€ +4-22-8; the meaning set forth n
+8) (15) For purposes of IC 14-22-34, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-22-34-2.

9 (16) For purposes of IC 14-23-3, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-23-3-1.

26 (17) For purposes of IC 14-25-2-4, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-25-2-4.

1B (18) For purposes of IC 14-25-10, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-25-10-1.

22 (19) For purposes of IC 14-25.5, the meaning set forth in
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IC 14-25.5-1-3.
23 (20) For purposes of IC 14-31-2, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-31-2-5.
24 (21) For purposes of IC 14-25-12, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-25-12-1.
25) (22) For purposes of IC 14-32-8, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-32-8-1.
26) (23) For purposes of IC 14-33-14, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-33-14-3.
27 (24) For purposes of IC 14-33-21, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-33-21-1.
28) (25) For purposes of IC 14-34-6-15, the meaning set forth
in IC 14-34-6-15.
29 (26) For purposes of IC 14-34-14, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-34-14-1.
39 (27) For purposes of IC 14-34-19-1.3, the meaning set forth
in IC 14-34-19-1.3(a).
31 (28) For purposes of IC 14-34-19-1.5, the meaning set forth
in IC 14-34-19-1.5(a).
32) (29) For purposes of IC 14-37-10, the meaning set forth in
IC 14-37-10-1.
SECTION 5. IC 14-8-2-121 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1, 2026]. See: 121 "Harvest secason'; for putposes of 1€ +4-31=3; has
SECTION 6. IC 14-8-2-152 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1, 2026]. See: 152 “Eicense! has the foltowing meantng:
b For purpeses of 1€ H-H=-3-1; the meaning set forth in
€ H-H=3-+
& For putposes of 1€ +H4H-4; the meaning set forth
SECTION 7. IC 14-8-2-152.2 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 152.2. "Licensee", for purposes
of IC 14-31-3, has the meaning set forth in IC 14-31-3-4.5.
SECTION 8. IC 14-8-2-170 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1, 2026]. See: 176 “Munteipat corporation'; for purposes of
SECTION 9. IC 14-8-2-216 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1,2026]: Sec. 216. (ay “Program®; for
purposes of 1€ +4=12-3; has the meaning set forth in 1€ +H4-12-3-4-
) (a) "Program", for purposes of IC 14-23-6.5, has the meaning
set forth in IC 14-23-6.5-1.
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1 e} (b) "Program", for purposes of IC 14-32-8, has the meaning set
2 forth in IC 14-32-8-3.
3 SECTION 10.1C 14-8-2-250 ISREPEALED [EFFECTIVEJULY
4 1,2026]. See: 256~ “Setting season'’; for putrposes of 1€ +4=31-3-9; has
5 the meaning set forth i 1€ +4=31-3-5
6 SECTION 11. IC 14-8-2-295.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
7 CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
8 [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 295.5. "Valid license", for
9 purposes of IC 14-31-3, has the meaning set forth in IC 14-31-3-5.5.
10 SECTION 12. IC 14-8-2-320 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
11 FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVEJULY 1,2026]: Sec. 320. "Wildlife", has the
12 foltowing meaning:
13 b for purposes of IC 14-22, exeept as provided i stbdiviston
14 ) means all wild birds, fish, crustaceans, mollusks,
15 amphibians, reptiles, and witd mammals.
16 &) For purposes of 1€ 14-22-34; the meaning set forth in
17 1€ +4-22-34-6-
18 SECTION 13. IC 14-8-4 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE
19 AS A NEW CHAPTER TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
20 JULY 1, 2026]:
21 Chapter 4. Applicability
22 Sec. 1. The department is the successor to:
23 (1) the department of conservation;
24 (2) any prior name given to a similar state agency that now
25 falls under the department's jurisdiction; and
26 (3) any agency incorporated into the department.
27 If the department is a successor to an agency under this section, the
28 department becomes responsible for and benefits from the
29 contractual obligations of that agency.
30 Sec. 2. The department may grant easements on properties
31 owned or managed by the department.
32 SECTION 14. IC 14-10-1-7 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
33 FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1,2026]: Sec. 7. (a) The commission
34 shall have at least four (4) regular meetings in each fiscal year and as
35 many additional or special meetings as the commission's business,
36 powers, or duties require.
37 (b) The chairman:
38 (1) may call a special meeting; and
39 (2) shall call a special meeting at the request of any five (5)
40 members.
41 (c) A:
42 (1) meeting of the commission; or
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(2) public hearing;
is subject to IC 5-14-1.5.

SECTION 15. IC 14-10-2-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.93-2024,
SECTION 120, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 5. (a) The department may adopt
rules under IC 4-22-2 to carry out the duties of the department under
the following:

(1) IC 14-9.

(2) This article.

(3)IC 14-11.

(4)IC 14-12-2.

(5) IC 14-14.

(6) IC 14-15.

(7)IC 14-17-3.

(8) IC 14-18, except IC 14-18-6 and IC 14-18-8.
(9) IC 14-19-1 and IC 14-19-8.

(10) IC 14-21.

(11) 1€ +4=22-3; € +4-22-4; and 1€ 14-22-5: IC 14-22-3 and
IC 14-22-4.

(12) IC 14-23-1.

(13) IC 14-24.

(14) IC 14-25, except IC 14-25-8-3 and IC 14-25-13.
(15) IC 14-26.

(16) IC 14-27.

(17) IC 14-28.

(18) IC 14-29.

(19) IC 14-35-1, IC 14-35-2, and IC 14-35-3.
(20) IC 14-37.

(21) IC 14-38, except IC 14-38-3.

(22) IC 14-39.

(b) An emergency rule adopted under subsection (a) (as effective
before July 1, 2023) expires not later than one (1) year after the rule is
accepted for filing by the publisher of the Indiana Register.

(c) A person who violates:

(1) an emergency rule adopted by the department under
IC 4-22-2-37.1 before July 1, 2023; or
(2) arule adopted by the department under IC 4-22-2 after June
30, 2023;
to carry out a provision described in subsection (a) commits a Class C
infraction, unless otherwise specified under state law.

SECTION 16. IC 14-10-2-9 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

IN 224—LS 6685/DI 150

DOCUMENT HAS NOT BEEN CHECKED FOR ACCURACY



6

[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 9. (a) A person who wishes to
obtain judicial review of a final agency action under this title must
serve copies of a petition for judicial review upon:
(1) each person described in IC 4-21.5-5-8; and
(2) the following persons under IC 4-21.5-5-8(a)(4):
(A) If the department or the state historic preservation
review board is a party to a proceeding, a copy of the
petition required under IC 4-21.5-5-8(a)(4) must be
served upon the department or state historic
preservation review board, as applicable, to the address
published on the website of the department.
(B) If the Indiana board of licensure for professional
geologists is a party to a proceeding, a copy of the
petition required under IC 4-21.5-5-8(a)(4) must be
served upon the Indiana board of licensure for
professional geologists at the address published on the
website of the state geologist.
(C) If the Indiana board of registration for soil scientists
is a party to a proceeding, a copy of the petition
required under IC 4-21.5-5-8(a)(4) must be served upon
the Indiana board of registration for soil scientists to the
address published on the website of the office of the state
chemist.

(b) The following agencies shall publish their office address on
their official website so a person may serve copies of judicial
review:

(1) The department.
(2) The state geologist.
(3) The office of the state chemist.

SECTION 17. IC 14-11-1-11 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 11. Beginning July 1, 2026, a
person who owns property adjacent to a property owned or
managed by the department:

(1) may not build a temporary or permanent structure that
is less than one hundred (100) feet from the property owned
or managed by the department; or

(2) shall indemnify and hold harmless the department for
damage to a temporary or permanent structure that is less
than one hundred (100) feet from the property owned or
managed by the department.

SECTION 18. IC 14-11-2-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.246-2005,
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SECTION 116, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 1. (a) The department may adopt
rules under IC 4-22-2 for the conduet of the following:

(1) Department meetings.

(2) Upon the recommendation of the director, the work of the

department and the divisions.

(b) The department may not adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 for the
establishment of fees for the following:

(1) Programs of the department or the commission.

(2) Facilities owned or operated by the department or the
commission or a lessee of the department or commission.

(3) Licenses issued by the commission, the department, or the
director.

(4) Inspections or other similar services under this title
performed by the department or an assistant or employee of the
department.

(c) The director shall:

(1) adopt provisional rules under IC 4-22-2-37.1;

(2) adopt interim rules under IC 4-22-2-37.2; and

(3) approve for preliminary adoption rules for readoption
under IC 4-22-2.6 that do not contain changes to the rules.

SECTION 19. IC 14-11-2-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 2. A person who
violates arule adopted under this chapter commits a Class C infraction,
unless otherwise specified by law.

SECTION 20. IC 14-11-3-1 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1,2026]. See: 1 tay As used in this sectton; “heense™ means a heense;
a—franchise; a permit; a certifteation; an approval; a registration; a
charter;or a similar form of authorization that may be issued to a
person by:

b the department;

2) the eommitsston: or

3) the director;
tinder Indtana taw: The term does not inchide a heense tssted by the
heenses:

te) A destgnee of the director may tsstue heenses: A destgnee of
the-director must be a fil=time employee of the department:

SECTION 21. IC 14-11-4-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.89-2016,
SECTION 4, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1,2026]: Sec. 1. This chapter applies to applications for licenses
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under the following:
(1) IC 14-26-2 (lake preservation).
(2) IC 14-26-5 (dams)- (lowering of Ten Acre Lake).
(3) IC 14-27 (levees, dams, and drainage).
) (4) IC 14-28-1 (flood control).
(5) IC 14-29-1 (navigable waterways).
& (6) IC 14-29-3 {removal of substanees from streams): (sand
and gravel permits).
) (7) IC 14-29-4 (construction of channels).

SECTION 22. IC 14-11-4-1.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 1.5. (a) As used in this chapter,
"adjacent to the affected real property'" means real property
owned by a person, other than the applicant of a license, that:

(1) is located not more than one-fourth (1/4) of a mile from
the site where the licensed activity would take place; and
(2) has a border or point in common with the exterior
boundary of the property where the licensed activity would
take place.

(b) The term includes property that would share a common
border with the property that is the subject of the application if the
property was not separated from property that is the subject of the
application by:

(1) a right-of-way;
(2) an easement; or
(3) a railroad.

SECTION 23. IC 14-11-4-3 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1, 2026]. See: 3= As used n this chapter; “heense” means a permit; &
heense; a eoncesston; or other authorizatton that may be tssted to a
person by:

b the direetor;

2) the department: or

) the commisston:
tnder Indiana taw-

SECTION 24. IC 14-11-4-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 4. (a) The director or
the department may not issue a license until thirty (30) days after the
notice required by this chapter has been is given to a person specified
under section 5 of this chapter by the applicant.

(b) An applicant may provide the notice may be given under
subsection (a) at any time after an application for a license is filed with
the department. Fhe department may require by rule that notice under
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section 5 of this chapter be provided by the license appheant:

SECTION 25. IC 14-11-4-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 5. (a) If a license
application affects real property, notice of the application is required
as follows:

(1) The applicant must notify at least one (1) of the owners of
each parcel of real property reasonably known to be adjacent to
the affected real property.
(2) The department shall notify the persons who have requested
notification of a license application that:
(A) affects the specific real property to which the
application relates; or
(B) is of the same type as the application.
(3) The applicant must notify by publication, with proof of
service made by a publisher's affidavit, under the following
circumstances:
(A) The current address of a person entitled to notice
under this rule is not ascertainable.
(B) The identity or existence of a person entitled to
notice is not ascertainable.
(C) The department requires notice by publication
because the license application is likely to evoke general
public interest.

(b) The commission may adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 to require
the following:

(1) That additional persons be notified of an application for a
license.
(2) That additional forms of notice be given.

(c) The applicant shall provide to the department proof of
service of the notices required under subsection (a)(1) and (a)(3) as
follows:

(1) By providing a mailing receipt showing successful return
from the person notified if service is made by certified mail
with return receipt requested.
(2) By an affidavit or affirmation on a department form if
service is made in person or by first class mail, with a
certificate of mailing, including the following:
(A) The names and addresses of each person served.
(B) The date of personal service or mailing.
(C) If service was made by mail, that a period of at least
twenty-one (21) days has passed without the mailing
being returned as undelivered or undeliverable.
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(d) A notice under this section shall do the following:
(1) Provide the name and address of the applicant.
(2) Identify the statute or rule, or both, under which a license
is sought.
(3) Identify the real property to which the application
relates, unless the license is not related to real property.
(4) Provide any other information required by statute or rule
relative to the particular type of license sought.
(5) Include an explanation of the options available to a
person served as follows:
(A) File a petition with the director requesting an
informal hearing that is signed by at least twenty-five
(25) individuals who are at least eighteen (18) years of
age and who:
(i) reside in the county where the licensed activity
would take place; or
(ii) own real property within one (1) mile of the site
of the proposed or existing licensed activity.
(B) Request the department notify a person in writing
when an initial determination is made to issue or deny
the license.

SECTION 26.1C 14-12-1-13 ISREPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1,2026]. See: 13- Expendttures from the fund shalt be eoordinated with
program established by 1€ +H4-12-2-

SECTION 27. IC 14-12-2-14, AS AMENDED BY P.L.42-2024,
SECTION 106, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 14. (a) The President Benjamin
Harrison conservation trust project commission is established.

(b) The project commission consists of the following twenty (26
seventeen (17) members:

D The director of the diviston of fish and wildhife-

2) The director of the diviston of forestry-

3) The director of the diviston of nature preserves:

4 The director of the division of state parks:

(1) A staff member of the department appointed by the
director for each account listed under section 26(a)(1)
through 26(a)(5) of this chapter.

€5 (2) The chief executive officer of the Indiana state museum
and historic sites corporation established by IC 4-37-2-1.

6) (3) The chairperson of the board of directors of the natural
resources foundation.
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H (4) Fen 69 Six (6) individuals appointed by the governor.
The governor shall appoint individuals so that all the following
are satisfied:
(A) The individuals must be residents of Indiana.
(B) The individuals must have a demonstrated interest or
experience in:
(i) conservation of natural resources; or
(i1) management of public property.
(C) There must be two (2) commission members from each
of the following regions of Indiana:
(1) Northwest: North.
(ii) Nertheast: Central.
(ii1) Southwest: South.
vy Settheast:
¢v) Centrak:
€8) (5) The following four (4) nonvoting members:
(A) One (1) member of the house of representatives
appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives.
(B) One (1) member of the house of representatives
appointed by the minority leader of the house of
representatives.
(C) One (1) member of the senate appointed by the
president pro tempore of the senate.
(D) One (1) member of the senate appointed by the minority
leader of the senate.

(¢) The individuals appointed by the governor under subsection
BHD (b)(4) must represent one (1) or more of the following:

(1) The environmentalist community.

(2) The land trust community.

(3) Organized hunting and fishing groups.

(4) The forest products community.

(5) The parks and recreation community.
Each group and community listed in subdivisions (1) through (5) must
be represented on the project commission.

SECTION 28. IC 14-12-2-15, AS AMENDED BY P.L.1-2025,
SECTION 179, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 15. (a) As used in this section,
"appointing authority" refers to:

(1) the governor in the case of a member appointed under section
By 14(b)(4) of this chapter; or

(2) the speaker of the house of representatives, the minority
leader of the house of representatives, the president pro tempore

IN 224—LS 6685/DI 150

DOCUMENT HAS NOT BEEN CHECKED FOR ACCURACY



12

1 of the senate, or the minority leader of the senate in the case of
2 a member appointed under section +4b)}8) 14(b)(5) of this
3 chapter, whichever is applicable.
4 (b) As used in this section, "member" refers to a member of the
5 project commission appointed under section +4tb)t7 14(b)(4) through
6 Hb)t8) 14(b)(5) of this chapter.
7 (c) The term of a member begins on the later of the following:
8 (1) The day the term of the member who the individual is
9 appointed to succeed expires.
10 (2) The day the individual is appointed by the appointing
11 authority.
12 (d) A member serves at the pleasure of the appointing authority.
13 The term of a member expires as follows:
14 (1) June 30 of an odd-numbered year for a member appointed
15 under section +4bjy8) 14(b)(5) of this chapter.
16 (2) June 30, 2025, and each fourth year thereafter for a one (1)
17 member from the north region appointed under section
18 HHOXTHE D), THOXTHENK D), or HHBITHE) ) 14(b)(4)(C) (i)
19 of this chapter.
20 (3) December 31, 2025, and each fourth year thereafter for a one
21 (1) member from the central or south region appointed under
22 section HOAEK D or HHHIHES TV 14(b)(4)(C)(ii) or
23 14(b)(4)(C)(iii) of this chapter.
24 (e) The appointing authority may reappoint a member for a new
25 term.
26 (f) The appointing authority shall appoint an individual to fill a
27 vacancy among the members. An individual appointed to fill a vacancy
28 serves for the unexpired term of the individual's predecessor.
29 SECTION 29. IC 14-12-2-16, AS AMENDED BY P.L.42-2024,
30 SECTION 108, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
31 [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 16. The governor The project
32 commission shall appoint the chair and vice chair of the project
33 commission from among the members of the commission by a
34 majority vote.
35 SECTION 30. IC 14-12-2-18, AS AMENDED BY P.L.42-2024,
36 SECTION 110, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
37 [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 18. (a) Eight (8} Seven (7)
38 members of the project commission constitute a quorum.
39 (b) The affirmative vote of a majority of the voting members of the
40 project commission present and voting is necessary for the project
41 commission to take any action.
42 (c) A member of the project commission described in section
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14(b)(1) through ++b)t5) and 14(b)(2) of this chapter may designate
in writing a representative from the respective division to serve as a

member of the project commission when the member of the project
commission is unable to attend a meeting.

SECTION 31. IC 14-12-2-21, AS AMENDED BY P.L.42-2024,
SECTION 113, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 21. (a) The following procedure
must be followed before money from the fund may be used to acquire
property for a project under this chapter:

(1) The project commission must review and approve a project
requiring the acquisition of the property.

(2) The project commission must recommend the project to the
governor for approval.

(3) The governor, or the governor's designee, must approve the
project as recommended by the project commission and inform
the director of the department of the governor's approval.

(b) When the procedure under subsection (a) is completed, the
department shall acquire the property subject to the project according
to Indiana law.

SECTION 32.1C 14-12-2-32 ISREPEALED [EFFECTIVEJULY
1,2026]. See- 32 Expenditures from the fund shall be eoordinated with
established by 1€ +H4-12-1+-+-

SECTION 33.1C 14-12-3 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY 1,
2026]. (Hometown Indiana Grant Program).

SECTION 34. IC 14-15-3-19 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 19. Provisions of this
chapter concerning the operation of boats or motorboats apply as
follows:

(1) Whether or not the boat or motorboat is towing a water skt;
awatersted; an aquaplane; or a simitar ebjeet; inctuding a person
onrthe water ski; watersled; aquaplane; or simitar any object.
(2) To each object and person.

SECTION 35. IC 14-15-3-20 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1,2026]: Sec. 20. A person operating
a motorboat may not tow a water ski, a watersled, a wakeboard,
barefoot water skis, an aquaplane, or a similar object, including a
person on the waterski, watersled, wakeboard, barefoot water skis,
aquaplane, or similar object, unless:

(1) the motorboat is occupied by at least one (1) other person
who is giving the person's entire attention to watching the object,
wakeboard, or person towed; and
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(2) the person operating the boat is giving the person's entire
attention to the operation of the boat.

SECTION 36. IC 14-15-4-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.111-2016,
SECTION 11,IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 2. (a) The operator of a boat involved in an
accident or a collision resulting i shall provide the information
required under subsection (b) if the following conditions occur:

(1) Injury to or death of a person. er
(2) Damage to a boat or other property to an apparent extent of
at least the greater of: seven hundred fifty dottars ($756)+
(A) two thousand dollars ($2,000); or
(B) the amount for assessed damage under the United
States Department of Homeland Security Boating
Accident Report Database (BARD).
(b) An operator of a boat subject to subsection (a) shall do the
following:
(1) Give notice of the accident to:
(A) the office of the sheriff of the county;
(B) the nearest state police post; or
(C) the central dispatch center for the law enforcement
division of the department;
immediately and by the quickest means of communication.
(2) Mail to the department a written report of the accident or
collision within twenty-four (24) hours of the accident or
collision.

SECTION 37. IC 14-16-1-24 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 24. (a) The operator of
a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in serious bodily injury to
or death of an individual or property damage in an estimated amount
of at least seven hundred fifty dottars ($756) two thousand five
hundred dollars ($2,500) shall immediately, by the quickest means of
communication, notify at least one (1) of the following:

(1) A state police officer or conservation officer.

(2) The sheriff's office of the county where the accident
occurred.

(3) The office of the police department of the municipality where
the accident occurred.

(b) The police agency receiving the notice shall do the following:

(1) Complete a report of the accident on forms prescribed by the
director.
(2) Forward the report to the director.
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SECTION 38. IC 14-18-10-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVEJULY 1,2026]: Sec. 1. (a) A person may not
erect or construct a utility, telephone, or telegraph line upon or across:

(1) a state park;

(2) a state forest;

(3) a state game preserve; or

(4) land acquired by the state and set aside for use by the public

as a scenic or historic place; ot

€5) that patt of a pubtic highway tight-of-way that passes through

a state parks a state forest; a state game preserve; or land

acqtiired-by the state and set astde for use by the public as a
unless the person has a permit is granted an easement from the
director department to erect or construct the line.

(b) Before an easement is approved, the state land office must
approve the legal description contained in the easement.

(c) A person shall file an easement with the state land office
after the easement is recorded in the county.

SECTION 39.1C 14-18-10-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.145-2015,
SECTION 6, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 2. (a) The director department may isste grant
to any person, withotit charge; a permit for a fee as determined under
subsection (b), an easement to erect or construct a utility, telephone,
ot telegraph line, ingress, or egress as described in section 1 of this
chapter under the rules and restrictions that the director department
considers necessary:

(1) for the protection and preservation of the natural scenic
conditions of the land; or
(2) to prevent the utility, telephone, or telegraph line from
interfering with or obstructing the use and enjoyment of the
property by the public.
However; the director shall not tmpose a charge to tsste a permit to
erect or constrtict a utihity; telephone; or telegraph tine as deseribed in
section H5) of this ehapter:
(b) The department shall charge a fee for an easement
described in section 1 of this chapter under one (1) of the following:
(1) The amount determined by an appraisal prepared by a
qualified appraiser, at the expense of the applicant.
(2) The maximum width of the easement multiplied by the
rate per linear foot in the table below:

MAXIMUM EASEMENT RATE PER LINEAR FOOT

WIDTH IN FEET
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Not more than 10 $4

10-15 $6
15-20

$8

20-30 $12
30-40 $16
40-50 $20
50-100 $40

More than 100 $80
The fee charged by the department for an easement under this
subsection is at least one thousand dollars ($1,000).

(c) The department shall put fees collected for easements
under this section into the President Benjamin Harrison
conservation trust fund established by IC 14-12-2-25 and into the
account for the division which the easement is located under
IC 14-12-2-26.

(d) The department may grant an easement without charge
under this section if the easement:

(1) meets the requirement under subsection (a)(1) or (a)(2);
and

(2) provides a direct benefit to a property described in
section 1 of this chapter.

SECTION 40. IC 14-18-10-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 3. A person may not
construct or erect a utility, telegraph, ot telephone line, ingress, or
egress as described in section 1 of this chapter in violation of any of
the rules and restrictions of a permit tssted an easement granted
under this chapter.

SECTION 41. IC 14-18-11-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 1. The department may
grant and convey by deed or easement rights-of-way to railroads and
to tetegraph and telephone eompantes to construct and operate lines
across the land of state forests. and state nursertes:

SECTION 42. IC 14-18-11-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 2. The terms and
conditions upon which the rights-of-way are granted and conveyed by
deed or easement under this chapter must be submitted to and
approved by:

(1) the governor;
(2) the attorney general; and
(3) the Indiana department of administration;
before the deed becomes operative or possession is taken under a deed.
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SECTION 43. IC 14-21-1-25, AS AMENDED BY P.L.26-2008,
SECTION 6, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 25. tay The commission shalt adept rules

by With respect to archeologieal plans; the rules must impose a
standard of eonduct that does the following:

D Promotes the sctentific investigation and conservation of past
cultures:

&) Considers the interests and expertisc of amateur
archeologists-and professtonal archeotogists:

{c) With respect to development plans; the rutes must impose a
standard of conduct that preserves and protects both of the following:

D The rights and nterests of tandowners:
) The senstittvity of human beings for treating human remains
with respect and dignity; as determinred by the commtsston:
td) Subjeet to subseetion (e); plans required under this chapter
mustbe submitted to the department for approvat according to rules
adopted-by the eommisston:

te) (a) Proposed archeological plans and development plans
submitted to the department must be:

(1) approved;

(2) approved with conditions;

) (3) denied; or

3 (4) held beeause of the need for additional information;
by the department not more than sixty (60) days after the date of
submission. If the department does not take any action on the plan
within the time required by this subsection, the plan is considered to be
approved, unless approval is prohibited under a state or federal law. If
the department requests additional information under subdivision (33;
(4), the department shall inform the applicant if the plan is deemed
incomplete, inaccurate, or both, and provide the applicant an
opportunity to cure any issues. The department shall approve or
deny the resubmitted plan not more than thirty (30) days after the
restbmitted plan additional information is received.

(b) Unless otherwise specified in the authorization:

(1) an approved archeology plan expires one (1) year; and
(2) an approved development plan expires two (2) years;
after issuance by the division.

(c) An applicant must comply with:

(1) any other federal, state, or local laws and ordinances;
(2) 312 TAC 21; and
(3) 312 IAC 22.

IN 224—LS 6685/DI 150

DOCUMENT HAS NOT BEEN CHECKED FOR ACCURACY



18

(d) If the division issues written approval, an applicant may
modify the authorized project activities.

SECTION 44. IC 14-21-1-25.1 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVEJULY 1,2026]: Sec. 25.1. An application for approval
of a development plan under section 26.5 of this chapter must be
filed with the division and include the following:
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(1) A signed cover letter from the applicant on letterhead
with the following information:
(A) The identity of the person who will conduct the
project.
(B) The overall nature and time frame of the project.
(C) The location of the project by section, township,
range, county, and address.
(D) Information regarding any prior disturbance to the
area.
(E) A statement regarding whether federal or state
funds or licenses are involved in the project.
(2) Mapping to show the location of the burial ground or
cemetery in relation to the project that includes the
following:
(A) Construction details for any activity within one
hundred (100) feet of the burial ground or cemetery.
(B) References to nearby landmarks.
(C) The location of the burial ground or cemetery and
the project area on the appropriate U.S. Geological
Survey U.S. TOPO: Maps for America.
(3) A description of the burial ground or cemetery sufficient
to evaluate the likely impact of the project, including the
following:
(A) Any name of the burial ground or cemetery.
(B) The dates the burial ground or cemetery has been
used.
(C) Historical information and documentation.
(D) Precise boundaries that reference nearby
landmarks. If documentation is not available to identify
the burial ground or cemetery boundaries, the applicant
may be required to determine those boundaries through
the following:
(i) Remote sensing.
(ii) Investigations by archeologists.
(iii) Another scientific method approved by the
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division.
(E) The physical condition of the burial ground or
cemetery.
(4) A description of the grounds adjacent to and within one
hundred (100) feet of the burial ground or cemetery,
including the following:
(A) The nature, depth, and degree of previous
disturbances, including those caused by:
(i) construction;
(i) excavation;
(iii) grading; or
(iv) filling.
(B) A description of soil, by type, present at the site,
including an explanation of how the soil would be:
(i) disturbed;
(ii) graded;
(iii) modified;
(iv) removed; or
(v) otherwise treated.
(C) A description of each structure.
(D) A description of the activities anticipated to:
(i) erect;
(ii) alter; or
(iii) repair;
a structure.
(E) Each area that may contain new construction in
connection with the proposed construction areas.
(5) Recent photographs of the burial ground or cemetery and
the grounds adjacent to and within one hundred (100) feet of
the burial ground or cemetery.

SECTION 45. IC 14-21-1-25.5 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2026]. See: 25-5- ta) If a Native Amertean Indian buriat
1€ 4-23-32
aburial ground; the department shall provide the fotowing to the

D Any written findings ot reports that restlt from the analysis
and stidy of the httman rematns:

&) Whritten notice to the Native American Indian affairs
commisston that the analysts and study of the human remains are
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comptete:
recommendations to-the department regarding the finat disposition of

SECTION 46. IC 14-21-1-26.5, AS AMENDED BY
P.L.158-2013, SECTION 201, IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2026]: Sec. 26.5. (a)
Notwithstanding IC 23-14-44-1, this section does not apply to the
following:

(1) A public utility (as defined in IC 8-1-2-1(a)).

(2) A corporation organized under IC 8-1-13.

(3) A municipally owned utility (as defined in IC 8-1-2-1(h)).
(4) A surface coal mining and reclamation operation permitted
under IC 14-34.

(b) Except as provided in this subsection and subsections (¢) and
(d), a person may not disturb the ground within one hundred (100) feet
of 