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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 6792 NOTE PREPARED: Dec 23, 2022
BILL NUMBER: SB 470 BILL AMENDED:  

SUBJECT:  Basis for Escape.

FIRST AUTHOR: Sen. Pol BILL STATUS: As Introduced
FIRST SPONSOR: 

FUNDS AFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local
X DEDICATED

FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: This bill removes a violation of a home detention order as a basis for committing
the crime of escape.

Effective Date:  July 1, 2023.

Explanation of State Expenditures:  Decriminalizing the violation of a home detention order could reduce
DOC’s prison population by a minimal amount. About 23% of persons who are convicted and sentenced for
criminal escape as a Level 6 felony were confined in DOC facilities with an average executed sentence of
1.5 years between FY 2014 and 2021. If violating a home detention order is not a Level 6 felony, it would
likely be treated as a probation or parole violation. These persons could have their probation revoked and
be recommitted to a DOC facility for the balance of their executed sentence or remain in community
supervision at a higher supervision level depending on the decisions made by the director of the community
corrections agency and the sentencing court. 

The average expenditure to house an adult offender was $27,185 annually, or $74.43 daily, in FY 2022. (This
does not include the cost of new construction.) If offenders can be housed in existing facilities with no
additional staff, the marginal cost for medical care, food, and clothing is approximately $4,456 annually, or
$12.21 daily, per prisoner. These marginal cost estimates are based on contractual agreements with food and
medical vendors and projections based on prior years for clothing and hygiene.

Explanation of State Revenues:  If fewer court cases occur and fines are collected, revenue to both the
Common School Fund (from criminal fines) and the state General Fund (from court fees) would decline. The
maximum fine for a Level 6 felony is $10,000. However, any additional revenues would likely be small.
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Explanation of Local Expenditures:  Decriminalizing the violation of home detention as a Level 6 felony
could reduce the number of persons who are in county jails before trial and after trial. About 53% of all
persons who have been convicted and sentenced for escape due to a violation of home detention are confined
in a county jail prior to trial.  About 54% of these people were confined in a county jail post trial for this
offense. The average cost per day is approximately $64.53 based on the per diem payments reported by U.S.
Marshals to house federal prisoners in 11 county jails across Indiana during CY 2021.

Explanation of Local Revenues:  If fewer prosecutions occur, local governments would receive revenue
less revenue from court fees. 

State Agencies Affected:  Department of Correction.

Local Agencies Affected:  Trial Courts with criminal jurisdiction; prosecuting attorneys, sheriffs.

Information Sources:  Abstracts of Judgment, Indiana Supreme Court.

Fiscal Analyst:  Mark Goodpaster,  317-232-9852.
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