
LEGISLATIVE SERVICES AGENCY
OFFICE OF FISCAL AND MANAGEMENT ANALYSIS

200 W. Washington St., Suite 301
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(317) 233-0696
iga.in.gov

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 7003 NOTE PREPARED: Jan 11, 2023
BILL NUMBER: HB 1570 BILL AMENDED:  

SUBJECT:  Family and Juvenile Law Matters.

FIRST AUTHOR: Rep. Olthoff BILL STATUS: As Introduced
FIRST SPONSOR: 

FUNDS AFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local
X DEDICATED

FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: This bill has the following provisions:

Immunity from Liability: It provides that: (1) a foster parent may provide documents and reports to a duly
elected member of state or local government; and (2) a foster parent is immune from liability for disclosing
confidential information when speaking with a duly elected member of state or local government. 

Adverse Actions: It provides that the Department of Child Services (DCS) may not: (1) take adverse action
against a foster parent's license; or (2) remove a foster child from the home of a foster parent; solely on the
basis of the foster parent having spoken to a duly elected member of state or local government. It also
provides that the DCS may not remove a foster child from the home of a foster parent, kinship caregiver, or
de facto custodian solely on the basis of the foster parent, kinship caregiver, or de facto custodian having
filed a petition to adopt the child. 

Foster Parent’s Rights: It requires the DCS to provide a licensed foster parent with: (1) an information
packet describing the foster parent's rights and the grievance filing process; and (2) a complete copy of the
department's policy manual. 

Social Security: It allows the DCS to provide the Social Security number of a child to a person providing
foster care to the child if specified conditions are satisfied. 

Sibling Visitation: It allows a child's adoptive parent to request that the DCS allow the child visitation with
the child's sibling. It requires the DCS to provide notice of the DCS’s decision regarding a request for sibling
visitation not later than seven business days after the DCS receives the request. 
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Party Status: It provides party status to a foster parent of a child in a juvenile law proceeding regarding the
child if: (1) the child has been under the foster parent's care and supervision for at least six months; or (2)
the DCS has committed a legal error.

Rebuttable Presumption: It provides that if: (1) a child is the subject of a petition alleging that the child is
a child in need of services; and (2) a parent of the child has been convicted of, or has been charged with and
is awaiting trial for, committing one or more specified offenses against the child; there is a rebuttable
presumption that it is in the child's best interests to prohibit the parent from having in person contact with
the child until a dispositional decree is entered or the petition is dismissed. 

Child and Family Team Meetings (CFT): It provides that foster parents and kinship caregivers must be: (1)
given notice of; and (2) allowed to participate in; child and family team meetings. 

Termination of Parental Rights (TPR): It provides that if a hearing regarding a petition to terminate the
parent-child relationship is not held before the statutorily required deadline, the court shall dismiss the
petition without prejudice: (1) upon filing of a motion with the court by a party to the proceeding; and (2)
absent good cause shown for the failure to hold the hearing before the statutorily required deadline.

Effective Date:  July 1, 2023.

Explanation of State Expenditures: Summary - Child and Family Team Meetings (CFT): The bill requires
the DCS to provide notice and allow the foster parent or kinship caregiver to participate in the CFT meeting.
The provision will have a minimal workload impact on the Department of Child Services (DCS). The DCS
should be able to accomplish the task within existing resources.  

Adverse Actions: If an adverse action has occurred against a foster parent, kinship caregiver, or a de facto
custodian by the DCS, the bill could potentially reduce future litigation cost and civil actions filed against
the DCS for adverse actions.  

Immunity from Liability: The bill provides a foster parent is immune from civil and criminal liability for
disclosing confidential information when speaking with a duly elected member of state or local government.
This provision could potentially reduce state expenditures by avoiding costs for litigation and, if any, civil
fines and court fees.   

Sibling Visitation: The bill requires the DCS to provide notice of the DCS’s finding for sibling visitation no
later than seven days after receiving a request for visitation. This provision represents a minimal workload
increase for the DCS that can be completed with existing resources and staff. 

Social Security Numbers (SSN): The bill will have an indeterminate workload impact on the DCS to provide
a foster child’s SSN to a foster parent with care of the child for more than six months and one day depending
on the forms and documentation required of the family case manager.  

Foster Parent’s Rights: The bill requires the DCS to provide licensed foster parents with information packets
describing foster parent’s right, the grievance filing process, and a complete copy of the DCS’s policy
manual. It also requires the DCS to provide foster parents notice of the CFT meeting and allow the foster
parents to participate in the meeting. The bill will likely increase the workload of the DCS. However, the
additional responsibilities added by the bill would likely be accomplished within DCS existing resources. 
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Party Status: The bill provides party status to foster parents when a child has been under their care and
supervision for at least six months, or the DCS has committed a legal error. To the extent a foster parent is
a party to the proceedings, this provision will have an indeterminate workload impact on the DCS attorney
and family case manager (FCM). 

Parental Visitation: This provision should have no fiscal impact. 

Termination of Parental Rights: This provision is expected to have an indeterminate workload impact on the
DCS. 

Explanation of State Revenues: Court Fee Revenue: If fewer civil cases are filed against foster parents as
a result civil immunity, a minor reduction in court fee revenue may occur. 

A civil costs fee of $100 is assessed when a civil case is filed, the majority of which is deposited in the
General Fund, and one fee is deposited into the State User Fee Fund. Additional fees may be collected at the
discretion of the judge and depending upon the particular type of case.

Explanation of Local Expenditures: Termination of Parental Rights: This provision is expected to have
an indeterminate workload impact on the court. The actual impact will depend on local action. 

Explanation of Local Revenues: Court Fee Revenue: If fewer civil actions occur and fewer court fees are
collected, there would be a decrease in revenue to local governments from both the portion of civil costs fee
and other fees. 

State Agencies Affected: Department of Child Services.  

Local Agencies Affected: Trial courts, city and town courts. 

Information Sources: Department of Child Services, Indiana Child Welfare Policy Manual, Chapter 8: Out-
of-Home Services, Developing the Visitation Plan, https://www.in.gov/dcs/policies/child-welfare-policies/. 

Fiscal Analyst:  Corrin Harvey,  317-234-9438.
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