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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 6750 NOTE PREPARED: Jan 10, 2023
BILL NUMBER: HB 1538 BILL AMENDED:  

SUBJECT:  Use of Certain Fees to Install School Bus Cameras.

FIRST AUTHOR: Rep. Genda BILL STATUS: As Introduced
FIRST SPONSOR: 

FUNDS AFFECTED: GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local
X DEDICATED

FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: This bill requires a court to assess a safe schools fee (fee) of at least $200 and not
more than $1,000 when a person operates a vehicle and recklessly passes a school bus stopped on a roadway
or a private road when the arm signal device is in the device's extended position (violation). (Current law
permits, rather than requires, a court to assess the fee.) 

It provides that: (1) the clerk of a circuit court; or (2) the clerk of a city or town court; shall distribute
semiannually 100% of the fee collected to the school corporation of the school bus that is the subject of a
violation to reimburse the school corporation an amount sufficient to defray the cost of school bus cameras.

Effective Date:  July 1, 2023.

Explanation of State Expenditures:  

Explanation of State Revenues: The bill provides that the safe schools fee shall be assessed in each criminal
action in which a person is convicted of reckless driving and passing a school bus when the arm signal device
is extended (IC 9-21-8-52(b)). As a result, the bill could potentially increase the amount of revenue collected
from the safe schools fee. However, actual revenue increase is indeterminate.

When setting the safe schools fee, the court must consider the defendant’s ability to pay the fee. The
minimum fee amount is $200, and the maximum is $1,000.

OFMA found 130 persons who were convicted and sentenced for reckless driving and passing a school bus
when the arm signal is extended between 2015 and 2022. Of these 130 persons, 79 were convicted of a Class
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A misdemeanor and 51 were convicted of a Class B misdemeanor. OFMA found no persons who were
convicted and sentenced for this offense as a Level 6 felony (causes bodily injury to a person) or a Level 5
felony (causes the death of a person).

State User Fee: The bill removes the requirement for 75% of the safe schools fee to be deposited in the State
User Fee Fund. As a result, this will reduce the amount of revenue deposited in the fund. In FY 2022, the
auditor collected $87,140 from the safe schools fee. It is unknown how much revenue was collected from
persons convicted of IC 9-21-8-52(b).

Explanation of Local Expenditures:  

Explanation of Local Revenues: The bill provides that 100% of the safe schools fee is distributed to the
school corporation of the school bus to reimburse the school corporation an amount sufficient to defray the
cost of camera equipment. As a result, school corporations will likely receive more revenue from the safe
schools fee. The actual revenue increase will depend upon local action.

State Agencies Affected: Indiana Supreme Court.  

Local Agencies Affected: Clerk of the circuit court; clerk of the city or town court. 

Information Sources: Abstracts of Judgment; Odyssey data.  

Fiscal Analyst:  Corrin Harvey,  317-234-9438.
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