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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 7245 NOTE PREPARED: Mar 13, 2023
BILL NUMBER: HB 1340 BILL AMENDED: Mar 13, 2023

SUBJECT:  Department of Child Services.

FIRST AUTHOR: Rep. DeVon BILL STATUS: CR Adopted - 2nd House
FIRST SPONSOR: Sen. Walker G

FUNDS AFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local
DEDICATED

X FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: (Amended) This bill has the following provisions:

Indian Child: It defines "Indian child" for purposes of family and juvenile law. 

Child Caring Institutions: It provides that: 
(1) a child caring institution or group home shall provide a psychotropic medication to a child only as
prescribed by: 

(A) a licensed physician; 
(B) a licensed psychiatrist; or 
(C) an advanced practice registered nurse; who is responsible for diagnosis, treatment, and
therapeutic planning for the child; and 

(2) the physician, psychiatrist, or advanced practice nurse shall provide to the child caring institution or
group home a written report at least once every 30 days regarding the provision of the psychotropic
medication to the child. 

Child Records: It provides that certain records relating to foster care children may be maintained in an
electronic format. 

Social Security: It provides that certain individuals may request a child's Social Security number for income
tax purposes. It requires the Department of Child Services (DCS) to: 
(1) develop a form an individual may submit to request a child's Social Security number; and 
(2) approve or deny a request for a child's Social Security number not later than 10 business days after
receiving the request. 
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It requires the DCS to approve an individual's request for a child's Social Security number if: 
(1) the child lived with the individual in the 18 months preceding the request; and 
(2) the child lived with the individual for: 

(A) at least six months in any one calendar year; or 
(B) more than 1/2 of the days the child lived during a calendar year if the child was born or died in
the calendar year; unless the child does not have a Social Security number or the DCS does not have
a record of the child's Social Security number. 

Confidential Information: It provides that certain information, documents, reports, pictures, videos, images,
or recordings related to DCS matters are confidential. It requires that information that is otherwise
confidential must be made available to: 
(1) a tribal representative, agency, or organization authorized by an Indian child's tribe to care for, diagnose,
treat, review, evaluate, or monitor active efforts regarding the Indian child, and the Indian child's parent,
guardian, or custodian; and 
(2) the United States Department of State and foreign governments to comply with federal law and treaties. 

Notice: It provides that the DCS: (1) may; and (2) under specified circumstances, shall; notify a child care
worker's employer of a substantiated report of child abuse or neglect made against the child care worker. 

It also makes a technical correction.

Effective Date:  Upon passage; July 1, 2023.

Explanation of State Expenditures: Notice: The bill requires the DCS to provide notice within 2 days after
entering the child care worker’s name into the child protection index. This provision could potentially
increase the workload of the DCS to the extent notices must be provided to child care worker’s employer that
a substantiated report has been entered against the child care worker. 

Social Security: The DCS shall approve or deny a request for a child’s Social Security number within 10 days
after receiving a completed form. The bill will have an indeterminate workload impact on the DCS to provide
a foster child’s SSN to a foster parent without a court order. The DCS should be able to adopt rules to
implement the bill’s provisions.  

Currently, the family case manager must receive the legal parent’s or guardian’s written release of the SSN
or have the court approve the release when the parent or guardian refuses or is unable to sign the consent.

(Revised) Child Caring Institutions: The bill adds advanced practice registered nurses to the list of medical
providers and codifies administrative rules for reviewing psychotropic medications prescribed to children
in child-caring institutions or group homes. To the extent that adding more providers and codifying
administrative rules results in more physician visits, the bill could potentially increase the cost for the DCS
and Medicaid. However, any increase will likely be minimal. 

Conversely, there could be some cost savings to the extent that the bill results in a better evaluation of a
child’s prescription drug needs. 

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of Local Expenditures: The bill may, in some instances, eliminate the need for a court order
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when the parent or guardian of a foster child refuses or is unable to consent to release an SSN. The bill
provides that it does not prohibit a court from ordering the DCS to release the child’s Social Security number. 

Explanation of Local Revenues:  

State Agencies Affected: Department of Child Services; Family and Social Services Administration.   

Local Agencies Affected: Courts. 

Information Sources: Indiana Child Welfare Manual, Chapter 2, Section 7, Version 3: Confidentiality of
Social Security Numbers, effective date February 1, 2014,
https://www.in.gov/dcs/policies/child-welfare-policies/.

Fiscal Analyst:  Corrin Harvey,  317-234-9438.
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